






 

    City of Stuart 

                  121 SW Flagler Avenue    Stuart    Florida 34994 
                  Department of Financial Services 

 Procurement & Contracting Services Division 
                                                                                                                         
Lenora Darden, CPPB                                                                               Telephone (772) 288-5308 
Procurement Buyer Fax:  (772) 600-1202 
ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us  www.cityofstuart.us 
 
 
May 22, 2014 
 
 
DGC Environmental Services, Inc.    Via: Email transmission, office@dgcenvironmental.com 
Attn:  Troy A. Parkinson, Executive Sales Manager 
853 South Kings Highway 
Fort Pierce, FL 34945 
 
RE: Notice of Award/Preparation of Contract Documents 
 RFP No. 2014-141, Exotic Vegetation Control Services 
 
Dear Mr. Parkinson: 
 
Please accept this notice of award on behalf of the City of Stuart for RFP No. 2014-141, Exotic Vegetation Control 
Services.  The City of Stuart requests that you provide all documentation within 10 calendar days, as listed below: 

1. A “Certificate of Insurance” which reflects all types and levels of coverage as noted in the Request for Proposal.  The 
insurance certificate must also have printed in the “Remarks” box, words to the effect: “The City of Stuart is an 
additional insured”.   The City requests that the insurance certificate lists the project number and the project name, 
RFP #2014-141, Exotic Vegetation Control Services.   

2. Provide evidence of your firm’s ability to meet the City’s bonding requirements as specified in Item 2.11 of the RFP. 
The bonding letter shall be in an amount equal to ten percent (10%) of $50,000. 

3. Attached is the contract for Exotic Vegetation Control Services. Please print and have two copies of the contract 
witnessed and signed by the appropriate personnel and returned to my attention with the required documents as stated 
above.   

A pre-initiation of service meeting is scheduled on June 17, 2014 at 9:00 am in the City Hall 1st Floor Conference Room.  
At the pre-initiation meeting, we will provide your firm with the fully Executed Contract, Purchase Order, and the Notice 
to Proceed for these services.   
 
The City of Stuart looks forward to a mutually beneficial business relationship.  If you have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me by email at ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us or call me at (772) 288-5308. 

Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
Lenora Darden 
Procurement Buyer 

c:   RFP 2014-141 Official File 
Milton Leggett, Deputy Public Works Director  

 Bill Griffin, Stormwater Specialist 
 Paula Sesta, Division Assistant 
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CITY OF STUART 

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES 
 

 

CONTRACTOR: DGC ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES INC. 
853 SOUTH KINGS HIGHWAY 
FORT PIERCE, FL 34945 

PROJECT: RFP #2014-141: EXOTIC VEGETATION CONTROL SERVICES 

 THIS CONTRACT, hereinafter “Contract,” made and entered into the 3rd day of June, 2014 by and 
between DGC Environmental Services, Inc. of Fort Pierce, Florida” referred to as "Contractor" and the City of 
Stuart, Florida, a municipal corporation, 121 SW Flagler Avenue, Stuart, Florida 34994, hereinafter referred to 
as "City", for and in consideration of the following terms, conditions and covenants. 

 
I.  PURPOSE OF CONTRACT 

 City intends to enter into a contract with Contractor for provision of services for Exotic Vegetation 
Control by the Contractor and the payment for those services by City as set forth below.  

II.  SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 The Contractor shall provide Exotic Vegetation Control Services pursuant to this Contract as hereinafter 
provided.  These services will include all labor, supervision, products and tools, and equipment  necessary to 
provide Exotic Vegetation Control Services. 

Section 1. Scope of Service 
 
 Contractor shall to provide three (3) types of professional services for Exotic Vegetation Control for 
the City of Stuart. Services  to  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, quarterly  treatment/control  maintenance,  
exotic  clearing  and/or  removal  of  all  species  of  exotic, (invasive and nuisance trees, vegetation 
including plants, shrubs and vines), and destruction of extremely dense exotic vegetation that are located in 
and on areas identified by the City.. The detailed scope of services to be performed and schedule of fees for 
those services is described in Exhibit A (Contractor’s response to RFP #2014-141 as accepted by the CITY) and 
Exhibit B (CITY’s original Request For Proposals) incorporated herein. 

III.  CONTRACT PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Period of Service 
  
1.1 Term of Contract 
 
 Upon award of this Contract, the effective date of this Contract shall be the date of execution of this 
Contract by both City and Contractor.  Term of this contract shall be for an initial period of two (2) years with 
the option of three (3) additional one-year renewal periods, upon the mutual written agreement of the parties.   
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Section 2. Time of Performance 

The Contractor shall begin work within five (5) calendar days after issuance of work order request 
issued by the Project Manager for the City to the Project Manager for the Contractor.  Contractor’s work shall 
be completed within time specified on the work order request or written estimate.  Commencement of the 
Contract Work by the Contractor shall be deemed a waiver of the NTP and shall constitute the date of 
commencement for purposes of the completion deadline.   

The work shall be conducted in such a manner and with sufficient labor, materials, tools, and equipment 
necessary to complete the work within the time limit set forth in the Agreement.  Should the organization of the 
Contractor, or its management, or the manner of carrying on the work be inadequate to do the work specified 
within the stated time as determined in the sole discretion of the City, then the City shall have the right to take 
charge of the work and finish it and provide the labor, materials and equipment necessary to complete the work 
as planned within the required time and to charge the cost of all such work against the Contractor and the 
Contractor and the Surety and shall be held responsible therefore. The Contractor fully understands and agrees 
that the City shall not pay for any obligation or expenditure made by the Contractor prior to the effective date of 
this Agreement unless the City authorizes such payment in writing. 

 The City has established an allowable Agreement duration in terms of calendar days sufficient to 
complete the Work covered by the Agreement. By execution of the Agreement, the Contractor agrees the 
calendar days are sufficient to perform the Work and it has priced its bid taking into account Agreement 
duration. If the Contractor’s Work (which is actually on the critical path) is impacted by one or more of the 
following events, the City may (but is not obligated to) consider approving an extension of time: 

a. Tornado, Hurricane or Tropical Storm, but only if the weather event results in the declaration of an 
emergency by the Governor of the State of Florida within the geographical area which includes the Work area. 

 
b. Earthquake. 
 
No other event or condition (including unforeseen inclement weather), other than those specifically 

identified above, will be considered as a basis for an extension of Agreement time. 

Section 3. Compensation and Method of Payment 
 
3.1  Fee Schedule 

 CITY will compensate Contractor for these Exotic Vegetation Control Services in accordance with 
Contractor's pricing schedule formalized in “Exhibit A-Price Proposal Form” to this Contract. Contractor's 
pricing schedule / estimate shall include a total firm cost to the City itemized as follows:  hourly rate, labor hours / 
equipment, a brief description of the work, location of work, and projected completion time.  Contractor’s pricing may be 
updated annually prior to each optional renewal period with submission of justification for any increases in 
pricing and prior written approval by the appropriate City officials. 

3.2  Invoices 

 Contractor shall submit invoices to the City for work accomplished and accepted by the City under this 
Contract. Each invoice shall be detailed and include, but not be limited to, a legible copy of the work order request 
or written itemized estimate approved by the City Representative, address/location, type of work, and date of 
service, and purchase order number, date work was completed and accepted by the City. 
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3.3  Payment 

 Payment for services rendered is due within thirty days of receipt and approval of invoice by City.  
Payment is delinquent 30 days following receipt and approval of invoice by City. 

Section 4. Guarantee 

 The Contractor shall guarantee workmanship for the duration of the contract period.  Contractor 
shall ensure successful performance of the work for the service intended and assure all areas treated 
achieve an exotic kill rate of at least 95% after initial treatment of all exotic plants.  If any areas  treated by 
the Contractor do not meet the 95% kill rate based on inspection by City staff, it will be the Contractor’s 
responsibility to retreat the previously treated areas at no cost to the City of Stuart.  Neither inspection nor 
payment, including final payment by the City shall relieve the Contractor from his or its obligations to do and 
complete the work in accordance with this contract.  If the City deems it inexpedient to require the Contractor 
to correct deficient services, an equitable deduction from the contract price shall be made therefore or in the 
alternative the City may sue for damages, or both. 

Section 5. Audit 
 
 The Contractor agrees that the City or any of its duly authorized representatives shall, until the 
expiration of three years after expenditure of funds under this Agreement, have access to and the right to 
examine any directly pertinent books, documents, papers, and records of the Contractor involving transactions 
related to this Agreement.  The Contractor agrees that payment(s) made under this Agreement shall be subject 
to reduction for amounts charged thereto which are found on the basis of audit examination not to constitute 
allowable costs under this Agreement.  The Contractor shall refund by check payable to the City the amount of 
such reduction of payments.  All required records shall be maintained until an audit is completed and all 
questions arising therefrom are resolved, or three years after completion of the project and issuance of the final 
certificate, whichever is sooner. 
 
Section 6. Contractor Responsibility 
 
6.1  Independent Contractor  

 
The Contractor is an independent contractor and is not an employee or agent of the City. Nothing in this 

Agreement shall be interpreted to establish any relationship other than that of an independent contractor, 
between the City and the Contractor, its employees, agents, subcontractors, or assigns, during or after the 
performance of this Agreement.  

 
CONTRACTOR agrees and understands that the contract shall not be construed as an exclusive 

arrangement and further agrees that the City may, at any time, secure similar or identical services at its sole option. 
 
6.2 Responsibility for Work 

 
The Contractor shall take the whole responsibility of the Agreement Work and shall bear all losses 

resulting to him because of bad weather, or because of errors or omissions in his or its bid on the Agreement 
price, or except as otherwise provided in the Agreement Documents because of any other causes whatsoever. 
 

It is the Contractor’s responsibility to become fully informed as to the nature and extent of the work 
required and its relation to any other work in the area, including possible interference from other site activities 

 

The Contractor shall assign a Supervisor and provide skilled ground crew personnel to  the  City  
account.  Supervisor is responsible to keep the City informed of the contractor's activities and have in place a 
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dispatch method available at all times who can be contacted by the City by radio, beepers, cellular phones etc.  
This assigned Supervisor will be responsible for overseeing all work performed.  If at any time the supervisor 
is replaced during the term of this contract, the Contractor must provide all updated information and details as 
requested and must be approved by the City.   

 
In performing the scope of work, all safety on or off the job site shall be the sole responsibility of the 

Contractor.  The Contractor shall be solely responsible for initiating, maintaining and supervising all safety 
precautions and programs in connection with the work, including securing all herbicides from public access. 
The Contractor shall be responsible for protecting and safeguarding its employees and the general public in 
connection with the work and job site. The City shall not be responsible for safety on or off the job site.   

 
6.3 Contractor’s Records  

As a condition precedent to Contractor filing any claim against City, Contractor shall make available to 
City all of Contractor’s books and records (directly or indirectly related to the claim of Contractor’s business) 
requested by City.  Refusal to do so shall constitute a material breach of this contract and cause for dismissal of 
any litigation. 

Section 7. Termination 

7.1  Termination for Convenience 

 Either party upon a seven (7) day written notice to the other party may terminate this Contract. In the 
event of any termination, Contractor shall be paid for all services rendered to the date of termination including 
all authorized reimbursable expenses. 

7.2  Termination for Cause 

 The performance of the Contract may be terminated by the City of Stuart in accordance with this clause, 
in whole or in part, in writing, whenever the City shall determine that the contractor has failed to meet 
performance requirement(s) of the Contract.  If the successful bidder should be adjudged bankrupt, or if he 
should make a general assignment for the benefit of his creditors, or if a receiver should be appointed on 
account of his insolvency, or if he should fail to provide properly skilled personnel or proper service in the sole 
discretion of the City, then the City can, after giving the successful bidder seven (7) days written notice, and 
without prejudice to any other right or remedy, terminate this Contract. 
 
7.3 Suspension  Error! Bookmark not defined. 

The CITY shall have the right to suspend all or any portion of the Services upon giving the 
CONTRACTOR two (2) calendar days prior written notice of such suspension in the event such suspension has 
become necessary to prevent any potentially hazardous situation to persons and/or property, an imminent loss of 
life, serious bodily injury or in the event of a persistent pattern of conduct that evidences a reckless disregard for 
human safety and/or property. In no event shall the CONTRACTOR be entitled to any additional compensation 
or damages.   
 
Section 8. ClTY's Obligations 
 

8.1  Project Manager 

 The Project Manager for the City with the authority to act on the City's behalf with respect to all aspects 
of the Project is the Public Works Director or his designee.   
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 The Project Manager for the Contractor with authority to act on the Contractor's behalf with respect to 
all aspects of the Project is: 

 Troy A. Parkinson 
 Executive Sales Manager 
 Email:  office@dgcenvironmental.com  
 Telephone No.  (772) 467-9224 
 Cell No.  (772) 318-9694 
 Fax No. (772) 467-9226 

Section 9. Persons Bound by Contract 

9.1  Parties to the Contract 

 The persons bound by this Contract are the Contractor and the City and their respective partners, 
successors, heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and other legal representative. 

9.2  Assignment of Interest in Contract 

 This Contract and any interest or services associated with this Contract may not be assigned, sublet or 
transferred to another by either party without the prior written consent of the other party. Contractor will not be 
permitted to subcontract any of the work requirements to be performed of the services hereunder, with the 
exception of crew type laborers. 

9.3  Other Entity Use 

 The successful Contractor may be requested to convey its proposal prices, contract terms and conditions, 
to municipalities or other governmental agencies.  

9.4 Inspection 

The project will be inspected by the Project Manager for the City and will be rejected if it is not to 
conformity with the Agreement provisions. Rejected work will be immediately corrected by the Contractor. 
When the work is substantially completed, the Contractor shall notify the City in writing that the work shall be 
ready for inspection of the reported work within two (2) calendar business days thereafter, which shall be stated 
in such notice. 
 
9.5  Rights and Benefits 
 
 Nothing herein shall be construed to give any rights or benefits arising from this Contract to anyone 
other than Contractor and the City. 

Section 10. Indemnification of City 
 
 Contractor assumes the entire responsibility and liability for all damages or injury to all persons, and to all 
property, caused by the Contractor or Contractor’s employees, agents, consultants or sub-contractors, and 
Contractor shall to the fullest extent allowed by law, indemnify and hold harmless the CITY, and its officers and 
employees, from liabilities, damages, losses, and costs, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees, to 
the extent caused by the negligence, omission, or intentional conduct of the Contractor and other persons employed 
or utilized by the Contractor in the performance of the contract.  Specific consideration for this indemnity is $10.00, 
the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by Contractor. 
     
 Contractor shall obtain, maintain and pay for general liability insurance coverage to insure the provisions of 
this paragraph. 
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Section 11. Insurance. 

11.1. Requirements 

 Contractor shall procure and maintain insurance, in the amounts noted in Item 6.2 of the Request for 
Proposal and included in “Exhibit C” of this Contract, which names the Contractor, its officers, board 
members, employees and agents as additional insured on General Liability and Automobile Liability insurance 
policies. Such certificate must contain a provision for notification of the City 30 days in advance of any material 
change or cancellation. The City by and through its Risk Manager, reserves the right to review, modify, reject or 
accept any required policies of insurance, including limits coverages or endorsements, herein from time to time 
throughout the term of this contract. All insurance carriers must have an A.M. Best Rating of at least A:VII or 
better. When a self insured retention or deductible exceeds $5,000, the City reserves the right, but not the 
obligation, to review and request a copy of contractor’s most recent annual report or audited financial statement. 
All contractors, including any independent contractors and subcontractors utilized, must comply with the 
insurance requirements as set forth in the documents identified and listed in “Exhibit C” attached hereto. 

 
11.2  Certificate of Insurance 
 

Certificates of all insurance required from the Contractor shall be attached to this agreement and shall be 
subject to the City's approval for adequacy. 

Section 12.   Professional Standards 

 All work performed by Contractor will be in accordance with the highest professional standards and in 
accordance with all applicable governmental regulations.  
 
Section 13.   Non-Appropriation 

 This Contract is deemed effective only to the extent of the annual appropriations available. 

Section 14.  General Conditions 

14.1 Venue in Martin County 

 Jurisdiction and venue for any lawsuit to enforce the terms and obligations of this Contract shall lie 
exclusively in the County Court or the Circuit Court in and for Martin County, Florida. 
 
14.2 Laws of Florida 
 
 The validity, interpretation, construction, and effect of this Contract shall be in accordance with and 
governed by the laws of the State of Florida.   
 
14.3 Attorney’s Fees and Costs 

 
 In the event the Contractor breaches or defaults in the performance of any of the terms, covenants and 
conditions of this Contract, the Contractor agrees to pay all damages and costs incurred by the CITY in the 
enforcement of this Contract, including reasonable attorney's fees, court costs and all expenses, even if not 
taxable as court costs, including, without limitation, all such fees, costs and expenses incident to appeals 
incurred in such action or proceeding.  
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14.4 Mediation as Condition Precedent to Litigation 
 
 Prior to the initiation of any litigation by the parties concerning this Contract, and as a condition 
precedent to initiating any litigation, the parties agree to first seek resolution of the dispute through non-binding 
mediation.   Mediation shall be initiated by any party by serving a written request for same on the other party.  
The parties shall, by mutual agreement, select a mediator within 15 days of the date of the request for 
mediation.  If the parties cannot agree on the selection of a mediator then the CITY shall select the mediator 
who, if selected solely by the CITY, shall be a mediator certified by the Supreme Court of Florida.  The 
mediator’s fee shall be paid in equal shares by each party to the mediation. 
 
14.5 Contract Amendment 

 The City may require additional services of a similar nature, but not specifically identified in the 
contract.  The Contractor agrees to provide such services, and shall provide the City prices on such additional 
services, including but not limited to additional service areas/locations and/or equipment, based upon a formula 
or method which is the same or similar to that used in establishing the priced in this RFP.  If the price(s) offered 
are not acceptable to the City, and the situation cannot be resolved to the satisfaction of the City, the City 
reserves the right to procure those services from other vendors.  Furthermore, the City reserves the right to 
delete or revise items and services under this proposal at any time during the contract period when and where 
deemed necessary.   Deletions may be made at the sole discretion of the City at any time during the 
contract period.   Items revised must be mutually agreed upon in writing by the Contractor. 
 
 No modification, amendment or alteration in the terms or conditions contained in this Contract shall be 
effective unless contained in a written documents executed with the same formality and of equal dignity 
herewith.  This Contract constitutes the entire agreement between the parties, and no prior, or contemporaneous 
oral agreement shall be binding on either party.  If either party fails to enforce a portion or all of this Contract, it 
shall not constitute a waiver of the same. 

14.6 Contractual Authority 

By signing this Contract the Contractor swears or affirms, under penalty of perjury, that this is a 
valid act of the Contractor, and that no later claim shall be made by the CONTRACTOR that the Contract is 
invalid or an ultra vires act, by reason of a failure to have the proper authority to execute the Contract.  In the 
event that a court of competent jurisdiction later determines that the Contract is or would be null and void for 
failure of the signatory to have proper or complete authority, this Contract shall nonetheless be deemed valid 
under the theory of “apparent authority,” or in the sole alternative of the City, shall be deemed to be the act of 
the signatory, as an individual, who shall be fully responsible for its complete performance.    
 
14.7 Sovereign Immunity 

 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed or interpreted as a waiver of the sovereign immunity 

liability limits established under chapter 768.20 Florida Statutes as amended. 

Section 15.   Public Records 

In compliance with F.S. 119.0701 the Contractor shall: 

Keep and maintain public records that would ordinarily and necessarily be required by the public agency 
in order to perform the service. This includes, without limitation, any and all financial, accounting, operational 
or service records or reports kept, generated or issued as a normal part of the services provided.  
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Provide the public with access to these public records on the same terms and conditions that the public 
agency would provide the records and at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119 or as 
otherwise provided by law. 

Ensure that public records that are considered exempt or confidential, and therefore exempt from public 
records disclosure requirements, are not disclosed except as  authorized by law.  

Meet all requirements for retaining public records and transfer, at no cost, to the public agency all public 
records in possession of the contractor upon termination of the contract and destroy any duplicate public records 
that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements.  

All records stored electronically must be provided to the public agency in a format that is compatible 
with the information technology systems of the public agency."  

If the Contractor does not comply with a public records request, the public agency shall enforce the 
contract provisions in accordance with the Contract. 

Section 16.   Exhibits 
 
 The following Exhibits are attached to and made a part of this Contract: 
 
“Exhibit A” - "Proposal as Submitted by Respondent and Accepted by City" 
 
“Exhibit B” - “Original Request for Proposal as Issued by City, including all Addenda” 
 
“Exhibit C” - "Insurance and Indemnification." 
 
“Exhibit D” - "Evidence of Contractor’s Ability to Meet the City’s Bonding Requirements" 
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EXHIBIT A 

 

“IDENTIFICATION AND LIST OF PROJECT DOCUMENTS 

PROPOSAL AS SUBMITTED BY RESPONDENT AND ACCEPTED BY THE CITY OF STUART” 
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EXHIBIT B 

 

“ORIGINAL REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL AS ISSUED BY CITY” 



RFP #2014-141: Exotic Vegetation Control Services    Legal Notice 

 

    City of Stuart 

                  121 SW Flagler Avenue    Stuart    Florida 34994 
                  Department of Financial Services 

Procurement and Contracting Services Division 
                                                                                                                         
Lenora Darden, CPPB                                                                               Telephone (772) 288-5308 
Procurement Buyer Fax:  (772) 600-0134 
ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us  www.cityofstuart.us  

LEGAL NOTICE FOR RFP #2014-141 

EXOTIC VEGETATION CONTROL SERVICES 

The Stuart City Commission, Stuart, Florida, invites proposals from qualified and experienced contractors for Exotic 
Vegetation Control Services in accordance with specifications.   

Description: Provide three (3) types of services for Exotic Vegetation Control Services for the City of Stuart. Services  
to  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, quarterly  treatment/control  maintenance,  exotic  clearing  and/or  removal  of  
all  species  of  exotic,  and destruction of extremely dense exotic vegetation that are located in and on areas identified 
by the City. 
 
A complete RFP package, which contains submittal information and response format, can be requested from Onvia 
DemandStar at http://www.demandstar.com, or by calling (800) 711-1712. A complete RFP package may also be obtained 
by contacting the City’s Procurement & Contracting Services Division by calling (772) 288-5308.  The City of Stuart is 
not responsible for the content of any RFP package received through any 3rd party service or any source other than 
DemandStar by Onvia or the City of Stuart Purchasing Division. It is the sole responsibility of the vendor to ensure the 
completeness of the documents received from any other source than the City of Stuart or DemandStar. Questions 
concerning terms, conditions and/or specifications will be accepted by the Stuart Procurement & Contracting Services 
Office until 4:00 pm, Wednesday, May 7, 2014.  Contact Lenora Darden at ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us or by fax at (772) 
600-0134. 
 
Firms desiring to provide the services described above shall submit one (1) original and four (4) copies of their proposals, 
containing all of the required information no later than 2:30 pm, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. Submittals must be sent to 
Procurement & Contracting Services Division, 121 SW Flagler Avenue, Stuart, Florida 34994. Submittals received after 
that date and time will not be accepted or considered. Submittals will be opened as soon as practicable thereafter. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone desiring to attend this proposal opening who 
needs a special accommodation should contact the City’s ADA coordinator at 772-288-5306 or TDD at 772-288-5302 at 
least 48 hours in advance of the meeting, excluding Saturday and Sunday. 

Mail/Overnight/Hand Deliver Submittal Responses to:  
Stuart City Hall 
Procurement & Contracting Services Office 
121 S.W. Flagler Avenue 
Stuart, Florida 34994  

 
Mark outside of envelope: RFP #2014-141 “Exotic Vegetation Control Services” 

 
Publish Date: April 24, 2014     Stuart City Commission 
     City of Stuart, Florida

 



RFP #2014-141: Exotic Vegetation Control Services	  TOC i 

 

Table of Contents 

PART I – GENERAL INFORMATION ................................................................................................... 1 
1.1 OVERVIEW ....................................................................................................................... 1 
1.2 DEFINITIONS .................................................................................................................... 1 
1.3 LOCATION OF OPENING ............................................................................................... 1 
1.4 CONTRACT AWARD ....................................................................................................... 1 
1.5 DEVELOPMENT COSTS .................................................................................................. 1 
1.6 INQUIRIES ........................................................................................................................ 2 
1.7 TIMETABLES .................................................................................................................... 2 
1.8 DELAYS ............................................................................................................................. 2 
1.9 QUALIFICATION SUBMISSION & WITHDRAWAL ................................................... 2 
1.10 ADDENDA ......................................................................................................................... 3 
1.11 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY .................................................................................................. 3 
1.12 INSURANCE ...................................................................................................................... 3 
1.13 PUBLIC ENTITY CRIMES ............................................................................................... 3 
1.14 SUSPENDED VENDOR .................................................................................................... 4 
1.15 ASSIGNMENT & SUBCONTRACTING ......................................................................... 4 
1.16 PROPOSAL AS PUBLIC DOMAIN ................................................................................. 4 
1.17 PUBLIC RECORDS ........................................................................................................... 4 
1.18 LICENSES & PERMITS .................................................................................................... 5 

A Licenses ................................................................................................................. 5 
B Permits ................................................................................................................... 5 

1.19 BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT ............................................................................................... 5 
1.20 SAFETY STANDARDS .................................................................................................... 5 
1.21 GUARANTEE .................................................................................................................... 5 
1.22 OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES .......................................................................... 5 
1.23 CONTRACT TERM ........................................................................................................... 5 

A Contract Period ...................................................................................................... 6 
B Option to Extend .................................................................................................... 6 
C Contract Amendment ............................................................................................. 6 

1.24 NON-EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT ...................................................................................... 6 
1.25 DEFAULT .......................................................................................................................... 6 
1.26 BACKGROUND INFORMATION ................................................................................... 6 
1.27 REFERENCES/RECORD CHECK .................................................................................... 7 
1.28 COMPETENCY OF RESPONDENTS .............................................................................. 7 
1.29 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION .................................................................................... 7 
1.30 TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT ................................................................................. 7 
1.31 SUSPENSION .................................................................................................................... 7 

PART II – STATEMENT OF WORK ...................................................................................................... 7 
2.1 PURPOSE ........................................................................................................................... 7 
2.2 MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE .......................................................... 8 
2.3 WORK OBJECTIVE .......................................................................................................... 8 
2.4 PROJECT AREAS/LOCATIONS ...................................................................................... 9 
2.5 SERVICING PROCEDURES .......................................................................................... 10 
2.6 CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES ........................................................................... 11 
2.7 SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES ....................................................................................... 11 
2.8 INSPECTION & DIRECTION ......................................................................................... 13 
2.9 BUSINESS OPERATIONS .............................................................................................. 13 

  



RFP #2014-141: Exotic Vegetation Control Services	 TOC ii 

A Hours of Operation .............................................................................................. 13 
B Inclement Weather Conditions ............................................................................ 13 
C Observed Holidays ............................................................................................... 13 

2.10 PROTECTION OF PROPERTY ...................................................................................... 14 
2.11 BONDS ............................................................................................................................. 14 

PART III – INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING SUBMISSIONS ................................................... 14 
3.1 RULES FOR SUBMISSION ............................................................................................ 14 
3.2 PROPOSAL FORMAT .................................................................................................... 15 

Letter of Transmittal ......................................................................................................... 15 
T1 Qualifications/Knowledge/Experience ................................................................ 15 
T2 Task Approach/Operational Plan ......................................................................... 15 
T3 Compensation Schedule ....................................................................................... 15 
T4 Equipment List ..................................................................................................... 16 
T5 Past Performance ................................................................................................. 16 
T6 Insurance .............................................................................................................. 16 
T7 Submittal Forms ................................................................................................... 16 
T8 Disclosure Statements .......................................................................................... 16 
T9 Optional Information ........................................................................................... 16 
T10 Addenda ............................................................................................................... 16 

PART IV – EVALUTION OF SUBMISSIONS ..................................................................................... 17 
4.1 EVALUATION METHOD AND CRITERIA ................................................................. 17 

A General ................................................................................................................. 17 
B Selection............................................................................................................... 17 
C Presentations ........................................................................................................ 17 
D Contract Award .................................................................................................... 17 
E Terms & Conditions ............................................................................................. 17 
F Contact Person ..................................................................................................... 18 
G Purchasing Card Program .................................................................................... 18 

PART V – PROJECT EXHIBITS ........................................................................................................... 19 
EXHIBIT A HANEY CREEK WATERSHED MASTER PLAN ........................................... 19 
EXHIBIT B HEART OF HANEY CREEK ............................................................................. 20 
EXHIBIT C FLORIDA EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL LIST ........................................ 21 

PART VI – RFP SUBMITTALS ............................................................................................................. 23 
6.1 PROPOSAL FORM .......................................................................................................... 23 
6.2 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS .................................................................................... 24 
6.3 REFERENCE FORM ....................................................................................................... 26 
6.4 SUBCONTRACTORS FORM ......................................................................................... 27 
6.5 QUESTIONNAIRE FORM .............................................................................................. 28 
6.6 EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED BY CONTRACTOR ............................................................. 29 
6.7 PROPOSAL CHECKLIST FORM ................................................................................... 30 
6.8 STATEMENT OF ............................................................................................................. 31 
6.9 SAMPLE CONTRACT .................................................................................................... 32 

 
 



RFP #2014-141: Exotic Vegetation Control Services	 Page 1 
 

PART I  GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

This Request for Proposal (RFP) provides guidelines and requests submission for accepting proposals in 
response to the City of Stuart’s solicitation for licensed and experienced contractors and individuals to 
provide exotic vegetation control services, including all labor, supervision, products and tools, and 
equipment necessary to complete the services as described herein.   

1.2 DEFINITIONS 

"Proposer" shall mean Contractors, consultants, respondents, organizations, firms, or other persons 
submitting a response to this Request for Proposal. 

“City Project Manager or designee” shall mean the person responsible for project management or City 
contact. 

 
1.3 ISSUING OFFICE AND LOCATION OF PROPOSAL OPENING 

Procurement and Contracting Services Office  
City of Stuart 
121 S.W. Flagler Avenue 
Stuart, Florida 34994 

1.4 CONTRACT AWARD 

The City of Stuart anticipates entering into a contract with the proposer who submits the proposal judged by 
the City to be most advantageous.  It is the city’s intention that this RFP be awarded to one proposer.  However, 
if determined in the City’s best interest, the City reserve the right to award item by item and or group by group or 
on an all or none basis. 

The proposer understands that this RFP does not constitute an offer or a contract with the City.  A contract 
shall not be deemed to exist, and is not binding, until proposals are reviewed and accepted by the City and 
executed by all parties. A sample Contract is attached to this RFP.  The City anticipates that the final 
contract will be in substantial conformance with the Sample Contract; nevertheless, proposers are advised 
that any contract which may result from the RFP is subject to negotiation and may deviate from the Sample 
Contract, if in the City’s opinion, such deviation is reasonable, justifiable, and serves the best interest of this 
procurement and the City. 

In the event the parties are unable to negotiate terms acceptable to the City, the City may determine to enter 
negotiations with the second, most responsive and responsible proposer determined by the selection 
committee, or it may re-solicit proposals.  

The City reserves the right to reject all proposals, to waive non-material, technical variances in the proposal, 
to abandon the project or to solicit and re-advertise for other proposals.  The City may in its discretion 
waive any informalities and irregularities contained in a proposal or in the manner of its submittal and 
award a contract thereafter. 

1.5 DEVELOPMENT COSTS 

Neither the City, nor its’ representatives shall be liable for any expenses incurred in connection with 
preparation of a response to this RFP. Proposers should prepare their proposals simply and economically, 
providing a straightforward and concise description of the proposer's ability to meet the requirements of the 
RFP. 
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1.6 INQUIRIES 

The City will not respond to oral inquiries. Interested proposers may contact Lenora Darden, Buyer, 
regarding questions about the proposal at the Procurement Division, City Hall, 121 SW Flagler Avenue, 
Stuart, FL 34994, email: ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us or facsimile:  (772) 600-0134.  The Purchasing Office 
will also receive written requests for clarification concerning the meaning or interpretation of this RFP, until 
seven (7) days prior to the submittal date.  Questions shall be faxed or emailed with reference to the RFP 
number.  All proposers are expected to carefully examine the proposal documents.  Any ambiguities or 
inconsistencies should be brought to the attention of the City through written communication with the City 
prior to opening of the proposals.   

Respondents may not contact any member of the selection committee, City employee or City elected 
official during this solicitation process.  All questions or requests for clarification must be routed 
through the Procurement Division. 

1.7 TIMETABLES 

The City and proposers shall adhere to the following schedule in all actions concerning this RFP: 

A. On April 24, 2014 the City issues the RFP. 

B. From April 24, 2014 to May 7, 2014, the City will receive and answer written inquiries received 
by fax, mail or email. 

C. The City must receive the proposals by the closing time and date of 2:30 PM on May 14, 2014.  

D. The City will review and evaluate the proposals in a timely manner. 

E. Short listed firms may be scheduled for presentations/clarifications as detailed in 4.1 below.   

F. The City may enter into a contract after obtaining appropriate approvals. 

G. Anticipate effective date of the Contract for these services are intended no later than June 2014. 
 
1.8 DELAYS 

The City may delay scheduled due dates, if it is to the advantage of the City to do so.  The City will notify 
proposers of all changes in scheduled due dates by written addenda submitted to the City. 

1.9  QUALIFICATION SUBMISSION AND WITHDRAWAL 

The City will receive all proposals at the following addresses: 
 
Stuart City Hall 
Procurement & Contracting Services Division 
121 S.W. Flagler Avenue 
Stuart, Florida 34994  

To facilitate processing, please mark the outside of the envelope as follows: RFP #2014-141 “Exotic 
Vegetation Control Services” The envelope shall also include the proposer's return address. 

Respondents shall submit one (1) original and four (4) copies of the proposal submittal in a sealed 
envelope marked as noted above. A proposer may submit the proposal by personal delivery, mail, or 
express shipping service. 
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THE CITY MUST RECEIVE ALL PROPOSALS BY 
      2:30 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2014. 

Due to the irregularity of mail service, the City cautions proposers to assure actual delivery of mailed or 
hand-delivered proposals directly to the City's Procurement Division, as specified above, prior to the 
deadline set for receiving proposals.  Telephone confirmation of timely receipt of the proposal may be made 
by calling (772) 288-5308, before proposal closing time.  A proposal received by the City Procurement 
Office after the established deadline will be returned unopened to the proposer. 

Proposers may withdraw their proposal submissions by notifying the City in writing at any time prior to the 
deadline for proposal submittal.  Proposers may withdraw their submissions in person or by an authorized 
representative. Proposers and authorized representatives must provide the letter of withdrawal, picture 
identification, proof of authorization (in the case of authorized representatives), and provide the City 
with a signed receipt for the withdrawn proposal. After the deadline, proposals once opened, become a 
public record of the City and are subject to the provisions of the Florida Public Records Law. As such 
they are subject to public disclosure in accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes. 

1.10 ADDENDA 

If revisions become necessary, the City will provide written addenda to all respondents who received the 
Request for Proposals. All addenda issued by the City of Stuart in regard to this RFP shall be 
acknowledged. Failure to acknowledge all addenda may result in disqualification. 

 
The City will make every effort to notify registered Proposers by email that an addendum has been made 
to the RFP.  The City shall not be responsible for providing notice of addenda to potential proposers 
who receive a RFP package from sources other than the City or DemandStar by Onvia. 

All addenda issued by the City must be acknowledged within the proposal at the time it is submitted to the 
City.   
 

1.11 EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

The City recognizes fair and open competition as a basic tenet of public procurement and encourages 
participation by minority and women owned business enterprises. 

1.12 INSURANCE 

The respondent, if awarded a contract, shall maintain insurance coverage (Item 6.2) reflecting the 
minimum amounts and coverages as required by the City.   

1.13 PUBLIC ENTITY CRIMES 

A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted vendor list following a conviction for a 
public entity crime may not submit proposals or contract with the City for construction of a public 
building or public works; may not submit bids for leases of real property to a public entity; may not be 
awarded or perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or consultant under a contract with 
any public entity; and may not transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount 
provided for in s. 287 for CATEGORY TWO for a period of 36 months from the date being placed on 
the convicted vendor list. Questions regarding this statement should be directed to the State of Florida, 
Bureau of State Procurement (850) 488-8440. 
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1.14 SUSPENDED VENDOR 

An entity or affiliate who has been placed on the State of Florida Suspended Vendor List will not be 
considered for award. The Suspended Vendor List is available on the State’s website at: 

http://dms.myflorida.com/business_operations/state_purchasing/vendor_information 

1.15 ASSIGNMENT & SUBCONTRACTING 

The successful proposer will not be permitted to assign its contract with the City, or to subcontract any 
of the work requirements to be performed, with the exception of crew type laborers.  The proposer must 
include, in writing the name and address of the Subcontractor. Name of the person to be contacted, 
include telephone number and extent of work to be performed.  This information is to be submitted with 
RFP response (Item 5.4).  If vendor should need to change subcontractor information, changes are subject 
to the approval by the City. The City reserves the right to reject a proposal of any proposer if the proposal 
names a subcontractor who has previously failed in the proper performance of an award or failed to deliver 
on time contract of a similar nature, or who is not in a position to perform properly under this award. 
 

1.16 PROPOSAL AS PUBLIC DOMAIN 

All documents and other materials made or received in conjunction with this project will be subject to 
public disclosure requirements of chapter 119, Florida Statutes.  The proposal will become part of the 
public domain upon opening.  Vendors shall not submit pages marked “proprietary” or otherwise 
“restricted”. 

 
1.17  PUBLIC RECORDS:  In compliance with F.S. 119.0701 the Contractor shall: 
 

A. Keep and maintain public records that would ordinarily and necessarily be required by the public 
agency in order to perform the service. This includes, without limitation, any and all financial, 
accounting, operational or service records or reports kept, generated or issued as a normal part of 
the services provided.  

 
B. Provide the public with access to these public records on the same terms and conditions that the 

public agency would provide the records and at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in 
Chapter 119 or as otherwise provided by law. 

 
C. Ensure that public records that are considered exempt or confidential, and therefore exempt from 

public records disclosure requirements, are not disclosed except as  authorized by law.  
 
D. Meet all requirements for retaining public records and transfer, at no cost, to the public agency 

all public records in possession of the contractor upon termination of the contract and destroy 
any duplicate public records that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records 
disclosure requirements.  

 
E. All records stored electronically must be provided to the public agency in a format that is 

compatible with the information technology systems of the public agency."  
 
F. If the Contractor does not comply with a public records request, the public agency shall enforce 

the contract provisions in accordance with the Contract. 
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1.18 LICENSES AND PERMITS 

A. Licenses:  Proposers, both corporate and individual, must be fully licensed and certified for the type 
of work to be performed in the State of Florida at the time of RFP receipt.  The proposal of any 
Proposer that is not fully licensed and certified shall be rejected. 

 

B. Permits:  If permits are required, it shall be the responsibility of the successful proposer to 
obtain any and all permits, including applications and fees, required to complete this service.   

 
1.19 BUSINESS TAX RECEIPT 

Proposer shall comply with Business Tax Receipt requirements for their business location.  A copy of 
the business tax receipt or proof of exemption shall be submitted prior to awarding the RFP.  

1.20 SAFETY STANDARDS 
 

For on-site Contractor services, the City reserves the right to request documentation of Contractor compliance 
with OSHA standards to include but not be limited to:  Required employee safety & health training, written safety 
and health programs, provision of required personal protective equipment (PPE),  and/or provision and use of 
required atmospheric monitoring equipment.  Hazardous chemicals must be accompanied by a Material Safety 
Data Sheet (MSDS), as required by the Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA) of 1970; as amended, and 
any other applicable federal, state and local regulations.   
 
Manufactured items, fabricated assemblies and on-site Contractor services shall comply with all applicable 
federal, state and local requirements, including but not limited to, Federal safety regulations for wiring 
methods and grounding of electrical equipment, and including the following:  

 Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 

 International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 

 American Society of Consulting Arborists (ASA) 

1.21 GUARANTEE 

The successful proposer shall guarantee workmanship for the duration of the contract period.   
Awarded contractor shall ensure successful performance of the work for the service intended and 
assure all areas treated achieve an exotic kill rate of at least 95% after initial treatment of all exotic 
plants.  If any areas  treated by the Contractor do not meet the 95% kill rate based on inspection by City 
staff, it will be the Contractor’s responsibility to retreat the previously treated areas at no cost to the 
City of Stuart. 

1.22 OTHER GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES 

When there is sufficient capacity or quantities available, awarded bidder may provide to other 
governmental agencies, so requesting, the products or services awarded in accordance with the terms, 
conditions, and prices of the RFP and resulting contract.  Prices shall be F.O.B. Destination to the 
requesting agency.  Each governmental entity allowed to use this contract shall do so independent of any 
other governmental entity. 

 

1.23 CONTRACT TERM 

At all times during the term of the contract, the successful Contractor shall act as an independent 
Contractor and at no time shall be considered an agent or partner of the City. 
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A. Contract Period: This contract shall be awarded for an initial term of two (2) years subsequent 
to approval by the proper City authorities. The contract may be renewed for three (3) additional 
one year periods provided both the successful bidder and the City agree and all terms and 
conditions remain the same. Any contract or amendment resulting from this solicitation shall be 
subject to fund availability and mutual written agreement between the City and the successful 
proposer.  Extension of the contract for additional thirty (30) day periods for the convenience of 
either party shall be permissible at the mutual consent of both parties.  

B. Option to Extend: The performance period of any contract resulting from this solicitation may 
be extended upon mutual agreement between the contractor and the City of Stuart with no 
change in terms or conditions. Any extension of performance period under this provision shall be 
in one-year increments. The contract may be renewed for three (3) additional one-year periods, 
provided both parties are in agreement. Total contract length, including individual one-year 
extensions, shall not exceed five (5) years. Consideration of price increases at each renewal 
period will be given provided such escalations are justified, reasonable and acceptable to the 
City. Any price increases must be documented and approved by the City of Stuart. It is also 
expected that de-escalation of prices will be extended to the City if the market so reflects. 

 
C. Contract Amendment:   The City may require additional services of a similar nature, but not 

specifically identified in the contract.  The Contractor agrees to provide such services, and shall 
provide the City prices on such additional services, including but not limited to additional service 
areas/locations, based upon a formula or method which is the same or similar to that used in 
establishing the priced in this RFP.  If the price(s) offered are not acceptable to the City, and the 
situation cannot be resolved to the satisfaction of the City, the City reserves the right to procure 
those services from other vendors.  Furthermore, the City reserves the right to delete or revise 
items and services under this proposal at any time during the contract period when and where 
deemed necessary.   Deletions may be made at the sole discretion of the City at any time 
during the contract period.   Items revised must be mutually agreed upon in writing by the 
Contractor. 

1.24 NON EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT 

CONTRACTOR agrees and understands that the contract shall not be construed as an exclusive 
arrangement and further agrees that the City may, at any time, secure similar or identical services at its sole 
option. 
 

1.25 DEFAULT 
In the event that the Contractor cannot respond adequately to the needs of the City by reason of equipment 
failure or any other reason, the Contractor shall advise the City, as soon as possible, and further advise as 
to the length of said inability.  The City may then consider said inability to be a breach of this Contract and 
may undertake the necessary work through its own services or those of another Contractor.  The City shall 
have the right to deduct the cost incurred in having to provide said services from the payments to be made 
to the Contractor under this Contract.  

 
1.26 BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

As part of the evaluation process, the City reserves the right, to require a Proposer to submit such evidence 
of his/her qualifications as it may deem necessary, and may consider any evidence available to it as to the 
qualifications and abilities of the Proposer, including past performance (experience) with the City by the 
Proposer or any of their Owners. 
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1.27 REFERENCES/RECORD CHECK  

As part of the evaluation process, the City may conduct an investigation of references, including but not 
limited to, a record check of consumer affairs complaints (Item 6.3).  Proposer’s submission of their RFQL 
constitutes acknowledgment of the process and consent to investigate.  City is the sole judge in 
determining Proposer’s qualifications. 
 

1.28 COMPETENCY OF RESPONDENTS 

Proposals will be considered only from firms which are regularly engaged in the business of providing the 
goods and/or services as described in this RFP and who can provide evidence that they have established a 
satisfactory record of performance to insure that they can satisfactorily execute the services under the 
terms and conditions stated herein.  The term "equipment and organization" as used herein shall be 
construed to mean a fully equipped and well established company in line with the best business practices 
in the industry and as determined by the proper authorities of the City.  

 
1.29 PERFORMANCE EVALUATION  

Throughout the contract period the vendor(s) performance will be monitored by City staff.  If vendor 
performance fails to meet the standards specified and receives an unacceptable rating, the City may 
without cause and without prejudice to any other right or remedy, terminate the contract whenever the City 
determines that such termination is in the best interest of the City.  Vendor’s receiving an unacceptable 
rating will be notified by certified mail.  Contract termination shall be served by written notice by the 
Purchasing Division. 

 
1.30 TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT   

The CITY shall have the right to terminate this Agreement, in its sole discretion at any time, with cause, 
upon seven (7) calendar day’s written notice and without cause. The CITY shall pay CONTRACTOR 
compensation for services rendered prior to the effective date of termination.  In no event shall the CITY 
be liable to CONTRACTOR for any additional compensation, other than that provided herein, or any 
consequential or incidental damages. In the event of termination, CONTRACTOR shall cooperate with 
the CITY in the retrieval of all information and documentation to be taken into the CITY’s possession 
within thirty (30) calendar days from notice of termination.  

 
1.31 SUSPENSION   

The CITY shall have the right to suspend all or any portion of the Services upon giving the 
CONTRACTOR two (2) calendar days prior written notice of such suspension in the event such 
suspension has become necessary to prevent any potentially hazardous situation to persons and/or 
property, an imminent loss of life, serious bodily injury or in the event of a persistent pattern of conduct 
that evidences a reckless disregard for human safety and/or property. In no event shall the 
CONTRACTOR be entitled to any additional compensation or damages.   

 
 

PART II STATEMENT OF WORK 
 
2.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of this proposal is to solicit qualified, experienced firms or individuals to provide three (3) 
types of professional services for Exotic Vegetation Control for the City of Stuart. Services  to  
include,  but  not  be  limited  to, quarterly  treatment/control  maintenance,  exotic  clearing  and/or  
removal  of  all  species  of  exotic, (invasive and nuisance trees, vegetation including plants, shrubs and  
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vines), and destruction of extremely dense exotic vegetation that are located in and on areas identified 
by the City.  It is highly recommended that all project lands  be inspected prior  to submitting a 
proposal for  the  requested services. 

 
2.2 MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

This RFP shall be awarded only to a responsive and responsible proposer, qualified to provide the work 
specified.  The proposer should submit the following information with their proposal response package to 
be considered responsive in order for the City to fully evaluate the firm’s qualifications.  Failure to fully 
submit the requested information may result in the proposal response being considered non-responsive. 

 
A. Contractor must provide current proof of all required Federal and State herbicide/pesticide spray 

licenses to be regularly engaged in exotic vegetation control services.  

B. Contractor  must   comply  with  any  necessary  permits  and  protect  the  natural 
environment.  

C. Contractor must provide a minimum of three (3) satisfactory references of similar accounts and 
size within the past five (5) years and provide details of the following: scope of work, location, 
dates of service, names, addresses and phone numbers of owners. 

D. The Contractor must use trained personnel with adequate experience and skills to perform the 
work and provide information related to similar work performed within the last five (5) years. 
 

E. Contractor must submit their firm’s Safety Program. 

F. Completion and submission of Questionnaire form (Item 6.5).  

2.3 WORK OBJECTIVE 

A. Type 1 Service:  Quarterly maintenance of previously cleared existing uplands and wetlands 
within project areas which may include, but not be limited to, use of hand tools, chain saws, and 
utilizing appropriate spray treatment herbicides that target FLEPPC Category 1 exotic 
vegetation. Herbicide Requirements are as follows: 

 Methods for treatment must be consistent with all Federal and State Regulations, and 
South Florida Water Management District, and applied in accordance with current 
manufacture’s label.  Contractor agrees that herbicides selected target only exotic species 
and desirable native or planted species are not affected. Herbicides selected shall be 
appropriate for exotic species as listed in the 2013 Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council 
Invasive Plant Lists (FLEPPC) Category 1 exotic vegetation, and shall provide a kill rate 
of at least 95% after initial treatment.  The contractor shall comply with all regulations to 
protect the natural environment. 

 
B. Type 2 Service:  Destruction of FLEPPC Category 1 exotic vegetation within project areas that 

have not been previously cleared, or have not been adequately maintained, and now require more 
extensive treatment than service Type 1, and may include, but not limited to, spray treatment, 
cutting and/or removal of invasive vegetation, vines, and mature invasive trees. It may be 
necessary to cut and treat invasive vegetation, sever mature invasive trees and fell in place or 
may require removal from site depending on site conditions. 

 
C. Type 3 Service:  Destruction of extremely dense exotic vegetation within the project areas will 

require specialized machinery.  Examples of machinery may include, but not limited to, bull 
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dozers, roller choppers, or tracked machinery outfitted with chipper/mulching cutter head, and/or 
other heavy machinery appropriate to provide the most effective and cost-efficient methods for 
removal of invasive plants, trees, and exotic vegetation.  Machine operators must be skilled in 
clearing and identification of exotic and nuisance vegetation species, mainly Brazilian pepper, 
oriental climbing fern, guava, primrose willow and Melaleuca.  Contractor shall identify any 
alternate method(s) proposed for machine stability related to any muck issues on the site.  
Include in the submittal model numbers, age and manufacturer of equipment to be used (Item 
6.6).   

 
1. If job conditions or a designated area is deemed unsuitable for the Contractor to complete 

his work, the Contractor must notify the City Project Manager or designee within two (2) 
days of the interruption in service takes place. 

 
2. The work areas with predominantly pine and sabal palm overstory and saw palmetto 

understory are not to be cleared. Scattered sabal palms and the mangrove fringe are to 
be preserved.   

 
2.4 PROJECT AREAS/LOCATIONS 
 

A.   Haney Creek Watershed Project:  T h i s  p r o j e c t  consists of approximately 110 acres of 
native uplands and wetlands under City ownership surrounding the transition from freshwater 
to tidal influences in Haney Creek.  These lands include portions of a freshwater swamp, 
surrounding uplands and wetlands, and tidal portions of Haney Creek tributary to the St. 
Lucie River. The project generally lies north and south of Baker Road and east of US 1, 
with a small area south of SR 707. The Haney Creek Project is accessible from the main 
trailhead north of Baker Road and from Green river Parkway and SR 707.  The two parcels 
that touch SR 707 are accessible from SR 707. 

 
B. Heart of Haney Creek:  The Heart of Haney Creek property is comprised of 53 acres, 

(approximately 20 acres eradicated of exotic vegetation in 2013) contiguous land located 
immediately north of the St. Lucie Estuary in downtown Stuart, Florida.  The parcel's upper 
reaches comprise the freshwater headwaters of Haney Creek.  In 2011, the City purchased 
the site for conservation after an intense commercial land development was planned but not 
constructed.  The site considered one of the most diverse coastal habitats in South Florida, 
and includes sand pine, live oak, mangrove swamp, mixed hardwood swamp, freshwater 
marsh, and wet prairie.  It provides habitat for ferns, bromeliads and other native plants, and 
wildlife including the American alligator, Wood Stork, Great and Snowy Egrets, Florida 
sandhill crane, bald eagle, manatee, gopher frog, Eastern diamondback rattlesnake, gopher 
tortoise, Florida scrub jay, Eastern indigo and Florida pine snakes.  The Heart of Haney will 
become part of a large area of publicly owned lands currently accessible to the public via a 
trailhead, with its own set of trails connected to existing ones to the north and future trails to 
the St. Lucie Estuary. 

 
C. The Project Exhibits as identified in Part V contains the following: 
 

 Exhibit "A" shows the Haney Creek Watershed Master Plan and major features 
within it including trails, wetlands, uplands and stormwater management 
improvements.  All lands within the bold black boundary lines are within the project 
and are subject to regular maintenance to remove exotic vegetation (service type 1).  
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In addition, those lands west of the west leg of the north trail system are to be 
included, this being the flow-through marsh and three small isolated wetlands and 
native uplands just west of the flow-through marsh and east of Felix Williams 
Elementary (service type 1).  

 
 Exhibit “B” shows the Heart of Haney Creek 53 acre site highlighted in red.  

Approximately 20 acres of the 53 acre site was eradicated of dense exotic vegetation in 
2013.  These 20 acres are subject to regular maintenance to remove regrowth of exotic 
vegetation (service Type 1).  The remaining 33 acres will require service Type 3 at some 
time in the future to be determined by the City. 

 
 Exhibit “C” shows a list of Category 1 exotic vegetation plants. 

 
2.5 SERVICING PROCEDURES 
 

All work must be established in advance and with prior approval. All schedules and the necessary 
arrangements to implement the scope of work projects must be made with the review and approval of 
the City Project Manager. Any additional service considered necessary by the Contractor shall be 
authorized by the City prior to the commencement of the service.   
 
At no cost to the City, the Contractor shall meet with the City’s Project Manager at the site where work 
is needed to determine the type of work to be performed. The Project Manager may require the 
Contractor’s representative to attend a pre-construction meeting prior to the commencement of work at 
each project.  Contractor shall submit a written estimate (proposal/work order). This estimate shall 
include a total firm cost to the City itemized as follows:  hourly rate, labor hours / equipment, a brief 
description of the work, location of work, and projected completion time.   
 
If the City is interested in proceeding with the work identified on the Contractor’s written estimate, the 
City Project Manager will provide Contractor with notice to proceed for commencement of work.   

 
Upon completion of services, the City reserves the right to request the Contractor’s assigned supervisor 
to review and provide written acknowledgement/documentation that work performed by their operator 
has been completed.  Supervisors review to be at no additional charge to the City and considered part of 
the contract award.  Supervisor shall document any areas of concern that are above and beyond on their 
report. The report shall be signed by the Supervisor and submitted to the City Project Manager or 
designee within 24 hours of performing the inspection.   Reports are to be emailed or faxed to the City 
Project Manager or designee.  Email or fax information will be provided at the time the project quote is 
requested.  If at any time the assigned supervisor is replaced during the term of this contract, the 
Contractor must provide all updated information and details as requested on the  qualifications 
questionnaire and must be approved by the City. 
 
If the Contractor shall be delayed in the completion of its work by reason of unforeseeable causes beyond 
its control and without fault or negligence, including, but not restricted to, acts of God or neglect of any 
other contractor, the period herein specified above specified for the completion of delivery shall be 
extended by such time as shall be approved by the City Project  Manager or designee. 
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2.6 CONTRACTOR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
A. It is the proposer's responsibility to become fully informed as to the nature and extent of the work 

required and its relation to any other work in the area, including possible interference from other 
site activities. 

 
B. The Contractor shall have the ability to provide personnel (ground crews) for direct application 

of herbicide and manual removal of exotic vegetation. Contractor shall provide sufficient ground 
crew to complete the requested service. 

 
C. Contractor must provide a Supervisor that possesses the qualifications as specified below:   
 

 knowledge and at least three (3) year of substantial experience in plant identification and 
current control technologies for invasive exotic plants common to South Florida 
including all species on the latest version of the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council’s list of 
invasive species;  

 Maintain valid Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services certification in 
the Aquatics and/or Natural Areas categories;  

 Knowledge of data and record keeping;  
 Ability to operate GPS receiver and collect spatial data;  
 Ability to work under adverse physical and weather conditions, including high humidity 

and temperature;  
 Knowledge of poisonous plants and animals, biting insects, and hostile terrain;  
 Ability to operate and conduct field maintenance of vehicles, spray and other equipment; 

and to recognize and avoid hazards associated with equipment operation.   
 
D. Supervisor shall keep the City informed of the contractor's activities and have in place a dispatch 

method available at all times who can be contacted by the City for coordination of services.    
Supervisor will be responsible for overseeing all work performed, including but not limited to the 
following: 
 
 Ensure quality, necessary coordination of each project and adherence to cost and time 

schedules.   
 Ensuring availability and compliance with all appropriate herbicide labels, laws, 

regulations & permits;  
 Assuring equipment is safe and in proper working condition;  
 Avoiding damage to all non-target species;  
 Overseeing all control activities and safety on project sites; and  
 Ensuring that all crew members, if applicable, are knowledgeable of and remain within 

the property and treatment boundaries and are able to communicate in a common 
language. 

 It is essential that the supervisor be aware of the potential impacts and liabilities of 
misapplication of herbicide and how to avoid them. 

 
2.7 SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
In performing the scope of work, all safety on or off the job site shall be the sole responsibility of the 
Contractor.  The Contractor shall be solely responsible for initiating, maintaining and supervising all 
safety precautions and programs in connection with the work, including securing all herbicides from  
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public access. The Contractor shall be responsible for protecting and safeguarding its employees and the 
general public in connection with the work and job site. The City shall not be responsible for safety on 
or off the job site.   

 
In the event of an herbicide spill by the Contractor, the Contractor shall be the sole responsible party for 
reporting reportable quantities to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and is liable for 
all damages and site remediation.   
 
The Contractor shall be responsible for immediate work stoppage and clean-up operation in the event of 
any spill of herbicide, petroleum product or other hazardous material.  The Contractor shall report any 
such incident to the City’s Project Manager immediately.  Any spills or leaks that occur must be cleaned 
up immediately, properly contained and removed from the site as soon as possible.  Petroleum products, 
motor oil, grease, etc. will not be allowed to be stored on the site after work hours.  Any Contractor 
violations of State environmental regulations will be the responsibility of the contractor. 

No  intentional  harassment,  killing, or  disturbing  of  wildlife by  the  contractor or their employees 
is allowed. The contractor will notify the City of Stuart immediately if any wildlife species are 
harmed. 

 
Contractor agrees that transporting, storing, and applying of the herbicides shall be in accordance with 
federal, state, and local regulations, and the current manufacturer's label. No full, empty or partially 
empty containers shall be left on the site after application hours. All empty containers shall be triple 
rinsed and made unusable. The contractor shall be required to supply rinse water and containers to 
store rinsate. The contractor shall dispose the rinsate and empty herbicide containers of off-site in 
accordance with all federal, state, and local regulations. All herbicides purchased, shipped and stored 
for use under this agreement shall display the original manufacturer's label at all times. The contractor 
shall take all necessary precautions to prevent any contamination of the surface and ground waters as 
required by the regulatory agencies. All oil, chemicals, fuel and the like shall be disposed of off-site in 
an approved manner per federal, state, and local regulations. 
 
Pesticide product labeling is the primary method of communication between an herbicide manufacturer 
and the users and provides instructions on how to use the product safely and correctly.  The Contractor 
must review and comply with all conditions set forth in the pesticide label. 

 
Prior to the application of a pesticide with restrictions the District Project Manager will determine who 
will be responsible for notifying affected property owners and the public of any use restrictions listed on 
the labels of the products used. 
 
The Contractor shall also provide and ensure employees wear personal protective equipment in 
accordance with herbicide labels, and laws and follow equipment safety standards. Contractor shall 
require employees to wear uniforms and/or identification of the contractor’s company name at all times 
while on city property.  All vehicles shall be labeled with the Contractor’s name. 
 
The Contractor shall have on site at all times, appropriate first-aid and spill kit(s).     
 
Trees and debris must be prevented from falling into canals and adjacent private properties. If this 
occurs, work must cease until the tree or debris is immediately removed from the adjacent property or 
canals or any such area where it is not desirable. No tree should be treated and left standing if it is 
possible that it could fall into a waterbody or adjacent property at a later date. 
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It shall be the Contractor’s responsibility to exercise caution in the vicinity of any utility.  The 
Contractor shall be responsible for any damage done to any utility.  The Contractor shall make a 
thorough search of the site for utilities, structures, etc., before work is commenced in any particular 
location.  The Contractor shall not purposefully disrupt or disconnect any type of utility whatsoever.  
The Contractor shall be responsible for any other type of damage that occurs as a result of their 
activities. 

 
All equipment shall arrive on City’s properties clean of any and all plant matter including spores and 
seeds.  Precautionary steps must be taken with all boats, buggies, four-wheel drive vehicles, field 
personnel attire and other equipment every time the equipment is moved between sites or within a site 
that has areas of high infestation. 

 
The Contractor shall be responsible for compliance with all Federal and State laws regarding protected 
species including but not limited to the Endangered Species Act.  The Contractor shall not harass or 
injure any native wildlife.  The Contractor shall also be aware and prevent damage to any rare or 
endangered native plants.  When working in an area where these species may be present the Contractor 
must follow any established restrictions including those of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
FWC. 

2.8 INSPECTION and DIRECTION 

The work will be conducted under the general direction of the Public Works Director or designee, and is 
subject to final inspection to insure compliance with the terms of the RFP.  The Public Works Director or 
designee will make final inspection of the work when it is completed and finished in all respect in 
accordance with specifications and must be approved before payment is made.  The City agrees to provide 
inspection of the reported work within two (2) calendar days thereafter, which shall be stated in such 
notice. Any work found to be unsatisfactory by the City shall be reported to the contractor’s assigned 
supervisor within that same period. The contractor agrees to finish all work to the satisfaction of the 
City, at no additional cost, prior to receiving payment for such work. 
 

2.9 BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
 

A. Hours of Operation:  Unless otherwise directed by the Public Works Director; or his designee, 
the successful Contractor(s) shall insure that services as required are scheduled between the 
hours of 7:00 AM and 3:00 PM; Monday through Friday, any exceptions must have prior 
approval by the City. 

B. Inclement Weather Conditions:  Upon approval by the Public Works Director or designee, the 
Contractor may cease operations of services during inclement weather conditions.   

 
C. Observed Holidays 

 
New Year's Day    Martin Luther King Day 
President's Day    Memorial Day 
Independence Day    Labor Day 
Columbus Day    Veteran's Day 
Thanksgiving Day & Day After  Christmas Day 
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2.10 PROTECTION OF PROPERTY 

The Contractor shall provide all signs, barricades, and/or flashing lights, as necessary for the protection of 
the work and the safety of the public.   

The Contractor shall at all times guard against injury to its employees, and damage or loss to the property 
of the City of Stuart. Damage to public or private property shall be the responsibility of the Contractor 
and shall be held responsible for replacing or repairing any such loss or damage at the expense of the 
Contractor.  The City of Stuart may withhold payment or make such deductions, as deemed necessary, to 
ensure reimbursement or replacement for loss or damage to property through negligence of the successful 
proposer or their agents. 

The Contractor shall be responsible for the protection of property in the areas in the adjacent vicinity of the 
project(s); and for the protection of his own equipment, supplies, materials and work, against any damage 
resulting from the elements (such as flooding, rainstorms, wind damage, or other acts of God) or 
vandalism. 

 
2.11 BONDS 
 

Bonds may be requested on a per project basis.  Bond information is as follows, if applicable: 

A. Bond Guarantee:  A proposal guarantee must be submitted with the proposal.  The bond shall 
be an amount equal to ten percent (10%) of the total amount.  The guarantee may be in the form 
of a Surety Bond with a carrier duly licensed and authorized to do business in the State of 
Florida, a Cashier's Check or a Certified Check (checks made payable to The City of Stuart).  
Purpose of the proposal guarantee is to assure the apparent low, responsive and responsible 
proposer will enter into a contract to provide the described services.  Should the proposer not 
enter into a contract the proposal guarantee shall be retained by the City to defray the additional 
costs of either awarding to the second low, responsive and responsible proposer or re-advertise 
and re-solicit the project. 

 
B. Performance Bond:  The successful proposer, when awarded a contract, will be required to 

furnish a performance bond with a carrier duly licensed and authorized to do business in the 
State of Florida, equal to one hundred percent (100%) of the total amount of the contract to 
assure faithful performance and timely payments to all persons providing labor, materials or 
supplies used in the performance of the work. 

 
 
PART III INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPARING SUBMISSIONS 
 
3.1 RULES FOR SUBMISSION 

The proposal must name all persons or entities interested in the proposal as principles.  The proposal 
must declare that it is made without collusion with any other person or entity submitting a proposal 
pursuant to the RFP. The interested firm or individual must submit one (1) original and four (4) copies 
of their proposal. Please tab all support documents or attachments according to the order established in 
the following paragraph. 
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3.2 PROPOSAL FORMAT 

Proposers should prepare their proposals using the following format.  Proposers shall label, tab and organize 
proposal submittal documents utilizing the following format as outlined below.  All attachments as 
requested shall be inserted in the back of each corresponding section. 
 
In preparing your proposal, proposer should assume that the City has no previous knowledge of their 
product or capabilities.  Proposals should clearly describe the services, specifying where it meets, exceeds 
or does not comply with the general specifications.   

 
Letter of Transmittal:  The response format shall contain a letter of transmittal. The Letter of 
Transmittal will summarize in a brief and concise manner the Contractor's understanding of the scope of 
work and make a positive commitment to timely perform the work within budgetary requirements.  An 
agent authorized to contractually bind Contractor must sign the Letter of Transmittal indicating the 
agent's title or authority.  The transmittal letter shall not exceed two pages in length. 

Tab 1: Experience/Knowledge/Qualifications  

Provide a statement indicating the respondent’s interest in, knowledge of, and resources necessary to 
provide the services described in this RFP, including submission of firm’s Safety Program. Contractor must 
provide details of experience and qualifications for exotic vegetation control and removal services.   
Present experience with techniques, trade standards, quality workmanship, cost control, management of 
projects, and applicable codes. Firms shall provide a brief profile of their company, which should 
include their history, locations of their corporate and satellite offices and team, corporate structure, 
ownership interest, and the length of company's existence.  The firm shall provide competent and 
qualified personnel sufficient to effectively carry out its responsibilities under the Contract.  The 
Contractor must  identify a Supervisor for this Contract.  Supervisor shall possess the qualifications as 
specified in Item 2.6.  The Contractor must use trained personnel with adequate experience and skills to 
perform the work and provide information related to similar work performed within the last five (5) years. 
The contractor shall provide resumes for personnel assigned to this project that include job skills, 
education, training, experience, and licenses.  Proposers may submit such additional information as to 
their qualifications, experience and expertise as they may feel necessary to establish their level of 
proficiency in this area.  The successful proposer will not be permitted to assign its contract with the 
City, or to subcontract any of the work requirements to be performed, with the exception of laborers as 
identified in item 1.15. 

 
Tab 2 ~ Task Approach/Operational Plan:  This section of the proposal should explain the Scope of 
Work as understood by the proposer and detail the approach, activities and equipment as it pertains to 
type of service requested. Also describe, in detail, the proposed plan for providing the services identified 
in this RFP, highlighting proven strategies and expertise. The plan should include expected obligations 
and duties of the City upon which the proposed plan is contingent. Describe all quality control 
implementation procedures.  Comment on firm’s project schedules, budgets and adherence to those 
items.  Discuss ways to maintain schedules.  Discuss cost control.  Describe any project management 
systems used to track and control project issues.  Describe the communication procedures to be 
employed throughout the contract and the plan to establish and maintain clear lines of communication 
with the City Project Manager and City staff.  Contractor must  provide copies of a l l  requi red 
Sta te  of  Flor ida   permits/licenses related to type of services requested in this RFP. 

Tab 3 ~ Compensation Schedule:  Insert all requested pricing in the attached Price Proposal Form.  The 
proposed fees shall include all overhead and expenses. (Item 6.1) 
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Tab 4 ~ Equipment List:  Provide evidence that firm owns, leases or has the ability to rent any and all 
equipment required to successfully perform the specified scope of work, and include all equipment 
utilized to complete this project in Item 6. 6.   

Tab 5 ~ Past Performance/References in similar activities in Florida:  Provide a minimum of three 
(3) satisfactory references within the past five (5) years of similar complexity, nature, and size of this 
project (Item 6.3) The title and a brief description of each project shall include:) 

 Client (contact person, address, telephone number) 

 Contract Dates 

 Nature of work involved in project 

 Total Value of the Project 

Tab 6 ~ Insurance: Provide a statement agreeing to obtain (prior to award) Insurance with coverages as 
detailed in Item 6.2.  A certificate of insurance indicating that the firm has coverage in accordance with 
the requirements herein set forth may be furnished by the firm to the City along with their qualification 
data.  A properly completed Accord Form is preferable.  The City of Stuart must be named as an 
additional insured for all General Liability prior to entering into a contract.   The Firm shall either cover 
any sub-contractors on its policy or require the sub-contractors to conform to all requirements for 
insurance contained herein.  

Tab 7 ~ Submittal Forms & Information:  Include subcontractors information (Item 6.4) and 
questionnaire form (Item 6.5) 

Tab 8 ~ Prohibition Non-Collusion/Conflict of Interest Disclosure Statements 

 Include the following Statement of Non-Collusion:  “The respondent certifies, and in the case of 
a joint proposal, each party thereto certifies as to its own organization, that in connection with 
this solicitation the information provided has been arrived at independently, without 
consultation, communication, or agreement with any other respondent or with any competitor for 
the purpose of restricting competition, or in any other way influencing the competitive arena.” 

 
 Include a disclosure statement advising the City of any potential conflict of interest, real or 

apparent, that the Respondent, employee, officer, or agent of the firm may have due to 
ownership, other clients, contracts or interests associated with this project.  

 
 Signature on the transmittal letter shall certify the veracity of these statements. 

 

Tab 9 ~ Optional Information:  Provide any information pertinent to this project that will provide 
insight to the evaluators about the qualifications, fitness and abilities of the Respondent (please limit this 
information to two pages). 

Tab 10 ~ Addenda (if applicable):  All addenda issued pursuant to this solicitation must be 
acknowledged and submitted as part of the proposal package. 
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PART IV EVALUATION OF SUBMISSIONS 
 
4.1 EVALUATION METHOD AND CRITERIA 

A. General:  The City’s selection committee will evaluate proposals and will select the proposer 
which meets the best interests of the City. The City shall be the sole judge of its own best 
interests, the proposals, and the resulting negotiated agreement.  The City's decisions will be 
final.  This criterion shall be utilized in the evaluation of the proposals.  The City’s evaluation 
criteria will include, but not be limited to, consideration of the following: 

  EVALUATION CATEGORIES     POINTS POSSIBLE 

Overall experience, knowledge, & qualifications     35 pts 
Task Approach/Operational Plan        25 pts 
Past Projects of similar nature in Florida      10 pts 
Proposed price for work to be accomplished      15 pts 
Equipment Utilized to Accomplish Work/Project     15 pts 

B.   Selection:  Proposals will be evaluated using the above criteria. The City will assign this task to 
a Selection Committee. The City of Stuart reserves the right to select the most qualified 
individuals/firms from review of the packages submitted and request authorization to negotiate 
an agreement with the highest ranked individual/firm; or to interview the most qualified 
Respondents prior to requesting authorization to negotiate an agreement with the highest ranked 
respondent.  Individuals/firms will be notified in writing if they are selected for interview. 
Notices for interviews will contain explicit instructions concerning location, date, time and 
length of interviews. 

C.    Presentations:  The City may require oral and visual presentations from those firms that are 
ranked or short-listed. This shall be done at the City’s sole discretion when it feels presentations 
are essential as part of the evaluation process and are in the best interests of the City. The City 
shall be the sole judge and final arbiter of its own best interests in this matter. 

 
D. Contract Award:   All responsive proposals submitted in response to this solicitation will be 

evaluated and considered.  After the City ranks the respondents, City staff will take the proposed 
ranking to the City Commission for approval and authorization to award to the top ranked firm. 
Should the City be unable to negotiate a satisfactory contract with the selected respondent(s), the 
City may select additional respondent(s) in order of their original ranking, competence and 
qualification; and will award to the next highest ranked firm. However, as stated in Item 1.4 
above, the City reserves the right to reject all proposals, to waive any irregularities, and to re-
advertise and solicit for other proposals. 

E.    Terms and Conditions 

All prospective Contractors are hereby cautioned not to contact any member of the Stuart City 
Commission, the City Manager, the City Attorney (except to discuss grievance matters) or any 
member of the selection committee. All questions and contacts must be made through the 
Purchasing Office. Attempts to lobby or persuade through other channels will result in 
disqualification. 

Any actual or prospective Contractor who disputes the reasonableness, necessity or 
competitiveness of the terms and conditions of this request for proposals; selection or award 
recommendation shall file such dispute in writing with the City Manager, not later than close of 
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business on the proposal opening date, as to the terms and conditions, and within ten (10) days of 
Commission action as to the selection or award recommendation. 

The City reserves the right to reject any or all proposals without recourse, to waive technicalities 
and informalities or to accept the proposal which in its sole judgment best serves the interest of 
the City.   

As required by FS Section 287.133; “A person or affiliate who has been placed on the convicted 
vendor list following conviction for a public entity crime may not submit a bid on a contract to 
provide any goods or services to a public entity, may not submit a bid on a contract with a public 
entity for the construction or repair of a public building or public work, may not submit bids on 
leases of real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or perform work as a contractor, 
supplier, subcontractor, or a Contractor under a contract with any public entity, and may not 
transact business with any public entity in excess of the threshold amount as stated in FS Section 
287.017, for Category Two, for a period of thirty six months from the date of being placed on the 
convicted vendor list.”  Questions regarding this statement should be directed to the State of 
Florida, Bureau of State Procurement (904) 488-8131. 

F. Contact Person:  Questions or requests for additional information shall be directed to Lenora 
Darden, CPPB, Purchasing Buyer, at (772) 288-5308, fax (772) 600-0134, or email: 
ldarden@ci.stuart.fl.us between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., local time, weekdays. 

G. Purchasing Card Program:  Preferred method of payment is by means of the City of Stuart 
Purchasing Card (VISA).  The selected Proposer(s) can take advantage of this program and in 
consideration receive payment within several days, instead of the City’s policy of Net 30 Days 
After Receipt of Invoice (ARI).   

1. Proposers are requested to acknowledge acceptance of purchasing VISA card on the 
Proposal Form.  In the event of failure on the part of the Proposer to make this statement, 
the City shall assume the purchase or Contract price shall be governed by the Net 30 
ARI. 

2. The City of Stuart offers bidders who commit to accepting the Purchasing Card as 
payment a one percent (1%) reduction in their proposal price for evaluation purposes 
only.   When evaluating prices submitted by proposers in response to this solicitation, the 
total offered price of a proposer committed to accepting the Purchasing Card will be 
reduced by one percent, the resulting number is then compared to the other proposers’ 
offered price.  If the committed bidder is awarded the contract, the award will be at the 
negotiated contract price. 
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PART V PROJECT EXHIBITS 
 

EXHIBIT A – HANEY CREEK WATERSHED MASTER PLAN 
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EXHIBIT B – HEART OF HANEY CREEK 
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EXHIBIT C – FLORIDA EXOTIC PEST PLANT COUNCIL LIST 
 (PAGE 1 OF 2) 
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EXHIBIT C (PAGE 2 OF 2) 
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PART VI RFP SUBMITTALS 

 
6.1 PRICE PROPOSAL FORM 

 
Respondents are to make no changes to the table below and are to fill the table out completely.  Values must be 
provided for all categories below and must represent the total cost for each service.   

 

Service 
Type No. 

Description 
Unit of 

Measure 
Unit Price 

1 
Quarterly Maintenance as described in Item 
2.3A 

Quarterly $      

2 
Destruction removal and clearing in accordance 
with Item 2.3B 

Per Acre $      

3 
Equipment and Operator rate for extreme dense  
in accordance with Item 2.3C 

Hourly $      

 

Preferred method of payment is by the City Purchasing Card (VISA).  DO YOU ACCEPT THE 
PURCHASING CARD (VISA)?                Yes        No   

 
The Respondent certifies that as a condition of submitting, firm will hold good his proposal prices for a minimum 
period of sixty (60) calendar days from the date proposals are opened. 
 
The undersigned Respondent hereby certifies that the terms and conditions, including but not limited to, 
the statement of work have not been altered or modified in any manner. Any modification to this 
solicitation by the proposer will result in Proposer’s response being found non-responsive and thereby 
disqualified.  
 
The undersigned Respondent hereby certifies that he has received all the Addenda listed below and has 
incorporated them into his proposal listed herein. Failure to acknowledge any and all addenda may render the 
proposal non-responsive and no further evaluation of the proposal will occur. 

 

Addendum(s) #       through #       Respondent’s Initials       

 

                                            

(Signature)       (Printed Name) 
 

                                                                     

Name of Company, Firm     (Printed Title) 
 

                                                                                    

 Telephone Number  Facsimile Number   Email Address
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6.2 INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. The successful proposer shall not commence any work in connection with this agreement until it 
has obtained all of the following types of insurance and the City has approved such insurance. 
Nor shall the successful proposer allow any subcontractor to commence work on its subcontract 
until all similar insurance required of the subcontractor has been so obtained and approved. All 
insurance policies shall be with insurers licensed and authorized to do business in the State of 
Florida. 

 
B. Proof of the following insurance will be furnished by the successful bidder by Certificate of 

Insurance, which names the bidder, its officers, board members, employees and agents as 
additional insured on General Liability and Automobile Liability insurance policies. Such 
certificate must contain a provision for notification of the City 30 days in advance of any 
material change or cancellation. The City by and through its Risk Manager, reserves the right to 
review, modify, reject or accept any required policies of insurance, including limits coverages or 
endorsements, herein from time to time throughout the term of this contract. All insurance 
carriers must have an A.M. Best Rating of at least A:VII or better. When a self insured retention 
or deductible exceeds $5,000, the City reserves the right, but not the obligation, to review and 
request a copy of bidder’s most recent annual report or audited financial statement. 

 
C. All contractors including any independent contractors and subcontractors utilized must comply 

with the following insurance requirements: 
 

1.  Commercial General Liability: The Contractor/Lessee/Service Provider shall, during the 
life of this agreement take out and maintain broad form Commercial General Liability 
[including premises/operations; products/completed operations with the XCU hazards; 
personal /advertising injury; and fire damage (minimum $100,000)] for limits of not less 
than $1,000,000.00 per occurrence and $2,000,000.00 aggregate relative to any 
agreement resulting from this solicitation with the City of Stuart. 

 
2. An Additional Insured endorsement MUST be attached to the Certificate of Insurance 

and MUST include coverage for Completed Operations (should be ISO CG20101185 or 
CG20371001 & CG20100704) under the General Liability policy. Products and 
Completed Operations Coverage to be provided for a minimum of 10 years from the date 
of possession by owner or completion of contract. Coverage is to be written on an 
occurrence form basis and shall apply as primary. A per project aggregate limit 
endorsement should be attached. Defense costs are to be in addition to the limit of 
liability. A waiver of subrogation is to be provided. XCU coverage is to be included. 
Coverage is to include a Cross Liability or Severability of Interests Provision. 

 
3. Business Automobile: The Contractor/Lessee/Service Provider shall during the life of this 

agreement take out and maintain Business Automobile Liability form with coverage for 
symbol I (any auto) with limits of not less than $1,000,000.00 combined single limit or 
$500,000.00 per person/ $1,000,000.00 per accident bodily injury and $250,000.00 per 
accident property damage. 
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4. Worker’s Compensation Insurance: The Contractor/Lessee/Service Provider shall take 

out and maintain during the life of this Agreement, Worker's Compensation Insurance for 
all of its employees connected with the work of this project.  In case any work is sublet, 
the Contractor shall require the subcontractor similarly to provide Worker's 
Compensation Insurance for all of the latter's employees unless such employees are 
covered by the protection afforded by the Contractor.  Such insurance shall comply fully 
with the Florida Worker's Compensation Law.  This coverage shall include Employer’s 
Liability for limits of not less than $1,000,000. 

 
6.  Loss Deductible Clause: The City shall be exempt from, and in no way liable for, any 

sums of money which may represent a deductible in any insurance policy. The payment 
of such deductible shall be the sole responsibility of the Contractor and/or subcontractor 
providing such insurance.  

 
7. Owner's Protective Liability Insurance:  The Owner shall be responsible for purchasing 

and maintaining his own liability insurance and, at his option, may purchase and maintain 
such insurance as will protect him against claims which may arise from his operations 
under the Contract. 

 
8.  Certificates of Insurance: The Contractor upon notice of award will furnish Certificate 

of Insurance Form. These shall be completed by the authorized Resident Agent and 
returned to the Purchasing Office. This certificate shall be dated and show:  

 
a. The name of the insured contractor, the specified job by name and job number, 

the name of insurer, the number of the policy, its effective date, and its 
termination date. 

 
b. Statement that the Insurer will mail notice to the City at least thirty (30) days prior 

to any material changes in provisions or cancellation of the policy. 
 
c. City shall be listed as Additional Insured on Commercial General Liability 

Insurance, Automobile Liability Insurance. 
 

* For  construction  projects  include  …owners  &  contractors  protective  for  construction 
projects 

** For construction projects include …per job, per policy year 
*** For construction projects include … Further, contractor agrees to maintain like coverage for 

a minimum of five (5) years following completion of the project 
 
NOTE: The City can decrease or increase these limits, depending on the project, at its sole discretion. 

Any insurance provided which does not meet the above requirements will not be deemed 
acceptable under the terms of this contract unless accepted in writing by the City’s Risk 
Manager. 
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6.3 REFERENCE / PAST PROJECTS FORM 

Provide three (3) satisfactory references within the past five (5) years of similar complexity, 
nature, and size of this project. 

 

#1 REFERENCE   

Company/Entity Name:                                         

Address                                              

City                          ,        State                 Zip Code                 

Contact Name:                                 Title:                          

Phone No:                  Fax:                Email:                 

Date of Service or Contract Period:             Location                      

Summary of Services Performed                           Governmental or Private       

Dollar Value of Contract $      

#2 REFERENCES  

Company/Entity Name:                                         

Address                                              

City                          ,        State                 Zip Code                 

Contact Name:                                 Title:                          

Phone No:                  Fax:                Email:                 

Date of Service or Contract Period:                  Location                      

Summary of Services Performed                           Governmental or Private       

Dollar Value of Contract $      

#3 REFERENCES  

Company/Entity Name:                                         

Address                                              

City                          ,        State                 Zip Code                 

Contact Name:                                 Title:                          

Phone No:                  Fax:                Email:                 

Date of Service or Contract Period:                  Location                      

Summary of Services Performed                           Governmental or Private       

Dollar Value of Contract $      

 

 

Company Name                                               
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6.4 SCHEDULE OF SUBCONTRACTORS PARTICIPATION 

If proposers are subcontracting, this information is to be submitted with their submittal response in 
writing on the attached form or as a separate attachment subcontractor’s information as follows; 
name, address, type of work to be performed and percentage of work that may be provided by 
Subcontractor. 

Name of Subcontractor:                                                     
 
Contact Name:                                                          
 
Address, City, State, Zip, Phone:                                           

                                                                  
 
Type of Work to be Performed:                                                
 

License No.                  Percentage of Work      % 

Name of Subcontractor:                                                     
 
Contact Name:                                                          
 
Address, City, State, Zip, Phone:                                                

                                                                       
 
Type of Work to be Performed:                                                
 

License No.                  Percentage of Work      % 

Name of Subcontractor:                                                     
 
Contact Name:                                                          
 

Address, City, State, Zip, Phone:                                                

                                                                       
 
Type of Work to be Performed:                                                
 

License No.                  Percentage of Work      % 

Name of Subcontractor:                                                     
 
Contact Name:                                                          
 

Address, City, State, Zip, Phone:                                                

                                                                       
 
Type of Work to be Performed:                                                
 

License No.                  Percentage of Work      % 

Company Name                                                
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6.5 QUESTIONNAIRE FORM  
 

THIS IS A FILLABLE FORM 

1. How many years has your organization been in business as a contractor? 

                                                                        
 
2. What is the last project of this nature that you have completed? (Please provide a contact name and telephone 

number) 

                                                                        
 
                                                                        
 
3. Have you any similar work in progress at this time?  Yes    No   
 
4. Have you ever failed to complete work awarded to you?  If so, where and why? 

                                                                        
 
                                                                        

5. Provide office hours, dispatch method, and contact information of staff responsible for coordination of 
services.  Name:                          Phone No.                       

Dispatch Method:                  Fax No.                 Email:                           
 
6. Have you personally inspected the proposed work and have you a complete plan for its 

performance?  Yes    No   
 
                                                                        
 
7. Contractor to provide details of uniform and identification worn by employees. 

                          

 
8. Is your firm in compliance with Section 2.3, Minimum Qualifications & Experience? Yes    No   
 
9. Please list the type/number of certified contractor license(s) 
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6.6 EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED BY CONTRACTOR 

Provide evidence that firm owns, leases or has the ability to rent any and all equipment required to 
successfully perform the specified scope of work, and include all equipment utilized to complete this 
project. 

 

ITEM QTY DESCRIPTION MODEL# YEAR MANUFACTURER 

1                               

2                               

3                               

4                               

5                               

6                               

7                               

8                               

9                               

10                               

11                               

12                               

13                               

14                               

15                               

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPANY NAME:                                          
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6.7 PROPOSAL CHECKLIST FORM 
 

A. All proposals shall be submitted in the format identified. Failure to submit the required 
documentation in the format identified may cause the proposal to be rejected.  These forms are to 
be submitted with proposal package. 

1. Letter of Transmittal        Yes    No   

2. Acknowledgment of addendum & submission with RFP   Yes    No   

3. All forms as requested in Section VI     Yes    No   

4. Proof that Firm name is registered with their State of Origin      Yes    No   

5. Submit a copy of all Licenses, Certificates, Registrations,  
Permits, W-9 etc. proof included for all required Federal and State 
herbicide/pesticide spray licenses     Yes    No   
 

6. Submit any data in reference to Contract Performance/ 
Criteria as requested        Yes    No   

7. Evidence of Insurance       Yes    No   

8. Additional Data is submitted (Optional)      Yes    No   

9. Total of Five (5) sets (one (1) original and four (4) copies  
are submitted)         Yes    No   

RFP 2014-141 
(to be submitted with RFP response) 

 
 
 
 
 

COMPANY NAME:                                           
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6.8 STATEMENT OF "NO BID" 
 
If you do not intend to bid on this requirement, please complete and return this form prior to date shown for 
receipt of bids to:  The City of Stuart Procurement & Contracting Services Office, 121 S.W. Flagler Avenue, 
Stuart, Florida 34994. 
 
We have declined to bid on this solicitation for the following reasons.  
 

  Specifications too "restrictive", i.e., geared toward one brand or manufacturer (please explain below)  
 

 Insufficient time to respond to Request for Proposal. 
 

 We do not offer this product or equivalent. 
 

 Our project schedule would not permit us to perform. 
 

 Unable to meet specifications. 
 

 Unable to meet bond requirements. 
 

 Specifications unclear (please explain below). 
 

 Other (please specify below). 
 

REMARKS:                                                                   

                                                                            
 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT IF THE "NO BID" LETTER IS NOT EXECUTED AND RETURNED, OUR 
NAME MAY BE DELETED FROM THE LIST OF QUALIFIED BIDDERS FOR THE CITY OF STUART 
FOR FUTURE PROJECTS. 
 
Typed Name and Title                                                         
 
Company Name                                                              
 
Address                                                                      
 
 
Signature       Title 
 
Telephone Number                    Date            
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6.9 SAMPLE CONTRACT”  
 
 

PROJECT: RFP #2014-141: EXOTIC VEGETATION CONTROL SERVICES 
 

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES 
 

 THIS CONTRACT, hereinafter “Contract,” made and entered into the ____day of ______________, 
2014 by and between ________________” referred to as "Contractor" and the City of Stuart, Florida, a 
municipal corporation, 121 SW Flagler Avenue, Stuart, Florida 34994, hereinafter referred to as "City", for and 
in consideration of the following terms, conditions and covenants. 
 
I.  PURPOSE OF CONTRACT 

 City intends to enter into a contract with Contractor for provision of services for Exotic Vegetation 
Control by the Contractor and the payment for those services by City as set forth below.  

II.  SCOPE OF SERVICES 

 The Contractor shall provide Exotic Vegetation Control Services pursuant to this Contract as hereinafter 
provided.  These services will include all labor, supervision, products and tools, and equipment necessary to 
provide Exotic Vegetation Control Services. 

Section 1. Scope of Service 
 
 Contractor shall to provide three (3) types of professional services for Exotic Vegetation Control for 
the City of Stuart. Services  to  include,  but  not  be  limited  to, quarterly  treatment/control  maintenance,  
exotic  clearing  and/or  removal  of  all  species  of  exotic, (invasive and nuisance trees, vegetation 
including plants, shrubs and vines), and destruction of extremely dense exotic vegetation that are located in 
and on areas identified by the City.. The detailed scope of services to be performed and schedule of fees for 
those services is described in Exhibit A (Contractor’s response to RFP #2014-141 as accepted by the CITY) and 
Exhibit B (CITY’s original Request For Proposals) incorporated herein. 

III.  CONTRACT PROVISIONS 

Section 1. Period of Service 
  
1.1 Term of Contract 
 
 Upon award of this Contract, the effective date of this Contract shall be the date of execution of this 
Contract by both City and Contractor.  Term of this contract shall be for an initial period of two (2) years with 
the option of three (3) additional one-year renewal periods, upon the mutual written agreement of the parties.   
 
Section 2. Time of Performance 

The Contractor shall begin work within five (5) calendar days after issuance of work order request 
issued by the Project Manager for the City to the Project Manager for the Contractor.  Contractor’s work shall 
be completed within time specified on the work order request or written estimate.  Commencement of the 
Contract Work by the Contractor shall be deemed a waiver of the NTP and shall constitute the date of 
commencement for purposes of the completion deadline.   
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The work shall be conducted in such a manner and with sufficient labor, materials, tools, and equipment 
necessary to complete the work within the time limit set forth in the Agreement.  Should the organization of the 
Contractor, or its management, or the manner of carrying on the work be inadequate to do the work specified 
within the stated time as determined in the sole discretion of the City, then the City shall have the right to take 
charge of the work and finish it and provide the labor, materials and equipment necessary to complete the work 
as planned within the required time and to charge the cost of all such work against the Contractor and the 
Contractor and the Surety and shall be held responsible therefore. The Contractor fully understands and agrees 
that the City shall not pay for any obligation or expenditure made by the Contractor prior to the effective date of 
this Agreement unless the City authorizes such payment in writing. 

 The City has established an allowable Agreement duration in terms of calendar days sufficient to 
complete the Work covered by the Agreement. By execution of the Agreement, the Contractor agrees the 
calendar days are sufficient to perform the Work and it has priced its bid taking into account Agreement 
duration. If the Contractor’s Work (which is actually on the critical path) is impacted by one or more of the 
following events, the City may (but is not obligated to) consider approving an extension of time: 
 

a. Tornado, Hurricane or Tropical Storm, but only if the weather event results in the declaration of an 
emergency by the Governor of the State of Florida within the geographical area which includes the Work area. 

 
b. Earthquake. 
 
No other event or condition (including unforeseen inclement weather), other than those specifically 

identified above, will be considered as a basis for an extension of Agreement time. 
Section 3. Compensation and Method of Payment 
 
3.1  Fee Schedule 

 CITY will compensate Contractor for these Exotic Vegetation Control Services in accordance with 
Contractor's pricing schedule formalized in “Exhibit A-Price Proposal Form” to this Contract. Contractor's 
pricing schedule / estimate shall include a total firm cost to the City itemized as follows:  hourly rate, labor 
hours / equipment, a brief description of the work, location of work, and projected completion time.  
Contractor’s pricing may be updated annually prior to each optional renewal period with submission of 
justification for any increases in pricing and prior written approval by the appropriate City officials. 

3.2  Invoices 
 Contractor shall submit invoices to the City for work accomplished and accepted by the City under this 
Contract. Each invoice shall be detailed and include, but not be limited to, a legible copy of the work order request 
or written itemized estimate approved by the City Representative, address/location, type of work, and date of 
service, and purchase order number, date work was completed and accepted by the City. 

3.3  Payment 
 Payment for services rendered is due within thirty days of receipt and approval of invoice by City.  
Payment is delinquent 30 days following receipt and approval of invoice by City. 

Section 4. Guarantee 

 The Contractor shall guarantee workmanship for the duration of the contract period.  Contractor 
shall ensure successful performance of the work for the service intended and assure all areas treated 
achieve an exotic kill rate of at least 95% after initial treatment of all exotic plants.  If any areas  treated by 
the Contractor do not meet the 95% kill rate based on inspection by City staff, it will be the Contractor’s 
responsibility to retreat the previously treated areas at no cost to the City of Stuart.  Neither inspection nor 
payment, including final payment by the City shall relieve the Contractor from his or its obligations to do and 
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complete the work in accordance with this contract.  If the City deems it inexpedient to require the Contractor 
to correct deficient services, an equitable deduction from the contract price shall be made therefore or in the 
alternative the City may sue for damages, or both. 

Section 5. Audit 
 
 The Contractor agrees that the City or any of its duly authorized representatives shall, until the 
expiration of three years after expenditure of funds under this Agreement, have access to and the right to 
examine any directly pertinent books, documents, papers, and records of the Contractor involving transactions 
related to this Agreement.  The Contractor agrees that payment(s) made under this Agreement shall be subject 
to reduction for amounts charged thereto which are found on the basis of audit examination not to constitute 
allowable costs under this Agreement.  The Contractor shall refund by check payable to the City the amount of 
such reduction of payments.  All required records shall be maintained until an audit is completed and all 
questions arising therefrom are resolved, or three years after completion of the project and issuance of the final 
certificate, whichever is sooner. 
 
Section 6. Contractor Responsibility 
 
6.1  Independent Contractor  

 
The Contractor is an independent contractor and is not an employee or agent of the City. Nothing in this 

Agreement shall be interpreted to establish any relationship other than that of an independent contractor, 
between the City and the Contractor, its employees, agents, subcontractors, or assigns, during or after the 
performance of this Agreement.  

 
CONTRACTOR agrees and understands that the contract shall not be construed as an exclusive 

arrangement and further agrees that the City may, at any time, secure similar or identical services at its sole option. 
 
6.2 Responsibility for Work 

 
The Contractor shall take the whole responsibility of the Agreement Work and shall bear all losses 

resulting to him because of bad weather, or because of errors or omissions in his or its bid on the Agreement 
price, or except as otherwise provided in the Agreement Documents because of any other causes whatsoever. 
 

It is the Contractor’s responsibility to become fully informed as to the nature and extent of the work 
required and its relation to any other work in the area, including possible interference from other site activities 

 
The Contractor shall assign a Supervisor and provide skilled ground crew personnel to  the  City  

account.  Supervisor is responsible to keep the City informed of the contractor's activities and have in place a 
dispatch method available at all times who can be contacted by the City by radio, beepers, cellular phones etc.  
This assigned Supervisor will be responsible for overseeing all work performed.  If at any time the supervisor is 
replaced during the term of this contract, the Contractor must provide all updated information and details as 
requested and must be approved by the City.   

 
In performing the scope of work, all safety on or off the job site shall be the sole responsibility of the 

Contractor.  The Contractor shall be solely responsible for initiating, maintaining and supervising all safety 
precautions and programs in connection with the work, including securing all herbicides from public access. 
The Contractor shall be responsible for protecting and safeguarding its employees and the general public in 
connection with the work and job site. The City shall not be responsible for safety on or off the job site.   
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6.3 Contractor’s Records  
As a condition precedent to Contractor filing any claim against City, Contractor shall make available to 

City all of Contractor’s books and records (directly or indirectly related to the claim of Contractor’s business) 
requested by City.  Refusal to do so shall constitute a material breach of this contract and cause for dismissal of 
any litigation. 

Section 7. Termination 

7.1  Termination for Convenience 

 Either party upon a seven (7) day written notice to the other party may terminate this Contract. In the 
event of any termination, Contractor shall be paid for all services rendered to the date of termination including 
all authorized reimbursable expenses. 

7.2  Termination for Cause 

 The performance of the Contract may be terminated by the City of Stuart in accordance with this clause, 
in whole or in part, in writing, whenever the City shall determine that the contractor has failed to meet 
performance requirement(s) of the Contract.  If the successful bidder should be adjudged bankrupt, or if he 
should make a general assignment for the benefit of his creditors, or if a receiver should be appointed on 
account of his insolvency, or if he should fail to provide properly skilled personnel or proper service in the sole 
discretion of the City, then the City can, after giving the successful bidder seven (7) days written notice, and 
without prejudice to any other right or remedy, terminate this Contract. 
 
7.3 Suspension 

The CITY shall have the right to suspend all or any portion of the Services upon giving the 
CONTRACTOR two (2) calendar days prior written notice of such suspension in the event such suspension has 
become necessary to prevent any potentially hazardous situation to persons and/or property, an imminent loss of 
life, serious bodily injury or in the event of a persistent pattern of conduct that evidences a reckless disregard for 
human safety and/or property. In no event shall the CONTRACTOR be entitled to any additional compensation 
or damages.   
 
Section 8. ClTY's Obligations 
 
8.1  Project Manager 

 The Project Manager for the City with the authority to act on the City's behalf with respect to all aspects 
of the Project is the City Project Manager or designee.   

 The Project Manager for the Contractor with authority to act on the Contractor's behalf with respect to 
all aspects of the Project is: 

 TBD 
 
 
Section 9. Persons Bound by Contract 
 
9.1  Parties to the Contract 

 The persons bound by this Contract are the Contractor and the City and their respective partners, 
successors, heirs, executors, administrators, assigns and other legal representative. 
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9.2  Assignment of Interest in Contract 

 This Contract and any interest or services associated with this Contract may not be assigned, sublet or 
transferred to another by either party without the prior written consent of the other party. Contractor will not be 
permitted to subcontract any of the work requirements to be performed of the services hereunder, with the 
exception of crew type laborers. 

9.3  Other Entity Use 

 The successful Contractor may be requested to convey its proposal prices, contract terms and conditions, 
to municipalities or other governmental agencies.  

9.4 Inspection 

The project will be inspected by the Project Manager for the City and will be rejected if it is not to 
conformity with the Agreement provisions. Rejected work will be immediately corrected by the Contractor. 
When the work is substantially completed, the Contractor shall notify the City in writing that the work shall be 
ready for inspection of the reported work within two (2) calendar business days thereafter, which shall be stated 
in such notice. 
 
9.5  Rights and Benefits 
 
 Nothing herein shall be construed to give any rights or benefits arising from this Contract to anyone 
other than Contractor and the City. 

Section 10. Indemnification of City 
 
 Contractor assumes the entire responsibility and liability for all damages or injury to all persons, and to all 
property, caused by the Contractor or Contractor’s employees, agents, consultants or sub-contractors, and 
Contractor shall to the fullest extent allowed by law, indemnify and hold harmless the CITY, and its officers and 
employees, from liabilities, damages, losses, and costs, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees, to 
the extent caused by the negligence, omission, or intentional conduct of the Contractor and other persons employed 
or utilized by the Contractor in the performance of the contract.  Specific consideration for this indemnity is $10.00, 
the receipt and sufficiency of which are hereby acknowledged by Contractor. 
     
 Contractor shall obtain, maintain and pay for general liability insurance coverage to insure the provisions of 
this paragraph. 
 
Section 11. Insurance. 

11.1. Requirements 

 Contractor shall procure and maintain insurance, in the amounts noted in Item 6.2 of the Request for 
Proposal and included in “Exhibit C” of this Contract, which names the Contractor, its officers, board 
members, employees and agents as additional insured on General Liability and Automobile Liability insurance 
policies. Such certificate must contain a provision for notification of the City 30 days in advance of any material 
change or cancellation. The City by and through its Risk Manager, reserves the right to review, modify, reject or 
accept any required policies of insurance, including limits coverages or endorsements, herein from time to time 
throughout the term of this contract. All insurance carriers must have an A.M. Best Rating of at least A:VII or 
better. When a self insured retention or deductible exceeds $5,000, the City reserves the right, but not the 
obligation, to review and request a copy of contractor’s most recent annual report or audited financial statement. 
All contractors, including any independent contractors and subcontractors utilized, must comply with the 
insurance requirements as set forth in the documents identified and listed in “Exhibit C” attached hereto. 
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11.2  Certificate of Insurance 
 

Certificates of all insurance required from the Contractor shall be attached to this agreement and shall be 
subject to the City's approval for adequacy. 

Section 12.   Professional Standards 

 All work performed by Contractor will be in accordance with the highest professional standards and in 
accordance with all applicable governmental regulations.  
 
Section 13.   Non-Appropriation 

 This Contract is deemed effective only to the extent of the annual appropriations available. 

Section 14.  General Conditions 

14.1 Venue in Martin County 

 Jurisdiction and venue for any lawsuit to enforce the terms and obligations of this Contract shall lie 
exclusively in the County Court or the Circuit Court in and for Martin County, Florida. 
 
14.2 Laws of Florida 
 
 The validity, interpretation, construction, and effect of this Contract shall be in accordance with and 
governed by the laws of the State of Florida.   
 
14.3 Attorney’s Fees and Costs 

 
 In the event the Contractor breaches or defaults in the performance of any of the terms, covenants and 
conditions of this Contract, the Contractor agrees to pay all damages and costs incurred by the CITY in the 
enforcement of this Contract, including reasonable attorney's fees, court costs and all expenses, even if not 
taxable as court costs, including, without limitation, all such fees, costs and expenses incident to appeals 
incurred in such action or proceeding.  
 
14.4 Mediation as Condition Precedent to Litigation 
 
 Prior to the initiation of any litigation by the parties concerning this Contract, and as a condition 
precedent to initiating any litigation, the parties agree to first seek resolution of the dispute through non-binding 
mediation.   Mediation shall be initiated by any party by serving a written request for same on the other party.  
The parties shall, by mutual agreement, select a mediator within 15 days of the date of the request for 
mediation.  If the parties cannot agree on the selection of a mediator then the CITY shall select the mediator 
who, if selected solely by the CITY, shall be a mediator certified by the Supreme Court of Florida.  The 
mediator’s fee shall be paid in equal shares by each party to the mediation. 
 
14.5 Contract Amendment 

 The City may require additional services of a similar nature, but not specifically identified in the 
contract.  The Contractor agrees to provide such services, and shall provide the City prices on such additional 
services, including but not limited to additional service areas/locations and/or equipment, based upon a formula 
or method which is the same or similar to that used in establishing the priced in this RFP.  If the price(s) offered 
are not acceptable to the City, and the situation cannot be resolved to the satisfaction of the City, the City 
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reserves the right to procure those services from other vendors.  Furthermore, the City reserves the right to 
delete or revise items and services under this proposal at any time during the contract period when and where 
deemed necessary.   Deletions may be made at the sole discretion of the City at any time during the 
contract period.   Items revised must be mutually agreed upon in writing by the Contractor. 
 
 No modification, amendment or alteration in the terms or conditions contained in this Contract shall be 
effective unless contained in a written documents executed with the same formality and of equal dignity 
herewith.  This Contract constitutes the entire agreement between the parties, and no prior, or contemporaneous 
oral agreement shall be binding on either party.  If either party fails to enforce a portion or all of this Contract, it 
shall not constitute a waiver of the same. 

14.6 Contractual Authority 

By signing this Contract the Contractor swears or affirms, under penalty of perjury, that this is a 
valid act of the Contractor, and that no later claim shall be made by the CONTRACTOR that the Contract is 
invalid or an ultra vires act, by reason of a failure to have the proper authority to execute the Contract.  In the 
event that a court of competent jurisdiction later determines that the Contract is or would be null and void for 
failure of the signatory to have proper or complete authority, this Contract shall nonetheless be deemed valid 
under the theory of “apparent authority,” or in the sole alternative of the City, shall be deemed to be the act of 
the signatory, as an individual, who shall be fully responsible for its complete performance.    
 
14.7 Sovereign Immunity 

 
Nothing contained herein shall be construed or interpreted as a waiver of the sovereign immunity 

liability limits established under chapter 768.20 Florida Statutes as amended. 

Section 15.   Public Records 

In compliance with F.S. 119.0701 the Contractor shall: 

Keep and maintain public records that would ordinarily and necessarily be required by the public agency 
in order to perform the service. This includes, without limitation, any and all financial, accounting, operational 
or service records or reports kept, generated or issued as a normal part of the services provided.  

Provide the public with access to these public records on the same terms and conditions that the public 
agency would provide the records and at a cost that does not exceed the cost provided in Chapter 119 or as 
otherwise provided by law. 

Ensure that public records that are considered exempt or confidential, and therefore exempt from public 
records disclosure requirements, are not disclosed except as  authorized by law.  

Meet all requirements for retaining public records and transfer, at no cost, to the public agency all public 
records in possession of the contractor upon termination of the contract and destroy any duplicate public records 
that are exempt or confidential and exempt from public records disclosure requirements.  

All records stored electronically must be provided to the public agency in a format that is compatible 
with the information technology systems of the public agency."  

If the Contractor does not comply with a public records request, the public agency shall enforce the 
contract provisions in accordance with the Contract. 
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Section 16.   Exhibits 
 
 The following Exhibits are attached to and made a part of this Contract: 
 
“Exhibit A” - "Proposal as Submitted by Respondent and Accepted by City" 
 
“Exhibit B” - “Original Request for Proposal as Issued by City, including all Addenda” 
 
“Exhibit C” - "Insurance and Indemnification." 
 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the CITY and the Contractor have made and executed this Contract the day 
and year first above written. 
 
 
ATTEST:       CITY 
 
 
             
Cheryl White      Paul Nicoletti 
City Clerk      City Manager 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM  
AND CORRECTNESS: 
 
 
      
Michael Mortell 
City Attorney 
 
 
WITNESSES:       CONTRACTOR 
 
 
             
(Signature)      (Signature) 
 
 
             
(Signature)      Printed Name 
 
 
             

Title 
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EXHIBIT C 

 
“INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATION” 



CERTIFICATE HOLDER

© 1988-2010 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2010/05)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

CANCELLATION

DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

LOCJECT
PRO-

POLICY

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER:

OCCURCLAIMS-MADE

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

GENERAL LIABILITY

PREMISES (Ea occurrence) $
DAMAGE TO RENTED
EACH OCCURRENCE $

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GENERAL AGGREGATE $

PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $

$RETENTIONDED

CLAIMS-MADE

OCCUR

$

AGGREGATE $

EACH OCCURRENCE $UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (Attach ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, if more space is required)

INSR
LTR TYPE OF INSURANCE POLICY NUMBER

POLICY EFF
(MM/DD/YYYY)

POLICY EXP
(MM/DD/YYYY) LIMITS

WC STATU-
TORY LIMITS

OTH-
ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT

$

$

$

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE

If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

(Mandatory in NH)
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY Y / N

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

ANY AUTO
ALL OWNED SCHEDULED

HIRED AUTOS
NON-OWNED

AUTOS AUTOS

AUTOS

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

BODILY INJURY (Per person)

BODILY INJURY (Per accident)
PROPERTY DAMAGE $

$

$
$

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

INSR
ADDL

WVD
SUBR

N / A

$

$

(Ea accident)

(Per accident)

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.  THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.
IMPORTANT:  If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must be endorsed. If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to
the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the
certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

INSURED

PHONE
(A/C, No, Ext):

PRODUCER

ADDRESS:
E-MAIL

FAX
(A/C, No):

CONTACT
NAME:

NAIC #

INSURER A :

INSURER B :

INSURER C :

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INS025 (201005).01

5/23/2014

Brown & Brown of Brevard
7341 Office Park Place
Suite 202A
Melbourne FL 32940

Maureen Harvey
(321)757-8686 (321)757-8687

mharvey@bbbrevard.com

DGC Environmental Services, Inc.
Common Area Maintenance
853 S Kings Highway
Fort Pierce FL 34945

Homeland Ins. Co. of New York 34452
Atlantic Specialty Ins. Co. 027154
FCCI Insurance

CL13101111940

A
X

X

X

793001614-0000 10/13/2013 10/13/2014

2,000,000
50,000
5,000

2,000,000
4,000,000
4,000,000

POLICY AGGREGATE 4,000,000

B X

X X
793001612-0000 10/13/2013 10/13/2014

1,000,000

A X
X

793001615-0000 10/13/2013 10/13/2014
4,000,000
4,000,000

C
Y 001-WC14A-72124 3/28/2014 3/28/2015

X
1,000,000
1,000,000
1,000,000

A POLLUTION LIABILITY 793001614-0000 10/13/2013 10/13/2014 EACH POLL CONDITION $   2,000,000
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY $   2,000,000

Certificate holder is named as additional insured 

Richard Slavik/MAUREE

City of Stuart 
Exotic Vegetation Control Services 
RFP #2014-141, Stuart City Hall 
Procurement & Contracting 
121 S.W Flagler Ave 
Stuart, FL  34994



Contract # 2014-141 Exotic Vegetation Control Services	 Exhibit	D	

 

EXHIBIT D 

 
“EVIDENCE OF CONTRACTOR’S ABILITY TO MEET  

THE CITY’S BONDING REQUIREMENTS” 
 




