
 
 
 
 

Information Sheet Pertaining To 
The City of Stuart’s Neighborhood Initiated  

Sewer Expansion Program 
 
 
 What is the “Neighborhood Initiated Sewer Expansion Program”?  
 
The City of Stuart bel ieves that the el imination of septic tanks in existing neighborhoods reduces 
the potential for contamination of our area’s gr oundwater and surface water resources thereby 
improving both the public health as well as the environment. In an effort to address this need, the 
City of  Stuart, through i ts SEWER SYSTEM EXPANSION PROGRAM, has committed to funding 
sewer e xpansion pr ojects f or t he ex tension of  s ewer s ystems i nto ex isting nei ghborhoods. T he 
immense scope of this task compared to the limited financial resources available, however, makes 
it impossible to extend the sewer system into many areas in the foreseeable future.  
 
For this reason, it was necessary to objectively prioritize the order in which worthy projects would 
be funded. This w as ac complished by  enl isting the as sistance o f the M artin C ounty H ealth 
Department and the Florida D epartment o f Environmental P rotection t o as sist in identifying 
neighborhoods with a proliferation of failing septic tanks and prioritizing them based upon public 
health and environmental concerns.  
 
Recognizing that the residents o f some neighborhoods may w ish to connect t o t he City’s sewer 
system at  t he ea rliest possible dat e, (in s ome c ases l ong be fore t he nei ghborhood m ight b e 
addressed under the existing SEWER SYSTEM EXPANSION PROGRAM) the City established a 
process by which residents may expedite the completion of a sewer system project in their area by 
committing t o share i n the c ost o f a new  s ewer s ystem. This pr ogram has  been en titled t he 
NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATED SEWER EXPANSION PROGRAM.  
 
 
Who decides when a Neighborhood Initiated Sewer Expansion Project Is Needed?  
 
The neighborhood wishing t o r eceive City sewer s ervice. The pr ocess i s i nitiated by  a group o f 
residents (a minimum of 10 contiguous properties) who identify an initial area of interest and obtain 
signatures on  a pe tition f orm ( provided by the Cit y) f rom a minimum of 60%  o f t he pot ential 
customers w ithin t hat a rea i ndicating t heir w illingness to pa rticipate i n a N eighborhood Initiated 
Sewer Expansion Project.  
 
In the City’s case, the City Commission makes the final decision to proceed with a Neighborhood 
Initiated S ewer E xpansion P roject. They bas e t heir dec ision on a v ariety of  factors i ncluding 
estimated t otal c ost, heal th c oncerns, pr actical c oncerns, and i nput f rom pot entially af fected 
residents.  
 
 
What is typically constructed in a Neighborhood Initiated Sewer Expansion Project? 
 
The City typically installs a sewer main in the street right-of-way, the service lateral, the individual 
grinder sewer tank, the electrical upgrade for the grinder pump, decommissions the septic system 

 



to eac h par cel that c an be s erved. The p rojects m ay al so i nclude s ewer pu mping s tations an d 
associated pr essure mains from the l ift s tation to a poi nt o f c onnection to City’s existing s ewer 
collection system.  
 
 
How does the City Commission receive input from the public?  
 
One way that the City Commission ensures that the public is informed about the project from its 
conception is through the neighborhood canvassing and petition process. In order for City 
Commission t o c onsider beg inning a “ Neighborhood I nitiated S ewer E xpansion Project,” t he 
interested par ties must first secure signatures o f 60% of the potential customers from within the 
area of interest. This will facilitate community awareness of the proposed project.  
 
If the interested parties achieve the 60% level of interest required to initiate the conceptual design 
process, the City’s Public Works Department will prepare a conceptual design and cost estimate 
detailing t he p roposed pr oject ar ea and pr ojected c ost es timates. This i nformation w ill b e 
presented to the City Commission along with a s taff recommendation relative to the “feasibility” of 
the project.  
 
Public not ice w ill be pr ovided of  t hese m eetings t hrough l egal ad vertisements i n a l ocal 
newspaper(s). This will provide two additional opportunities for public input.  
 
Finally, if the pr oject i s determined t o be  feasible, t here w ill be a publ ic hear ing pr ior to p roject 
bidding at which the public can address City staff with any questions or concerns.  
 
 
What would my financial obligation be?  
 
Each pot ential c ustomer would be g iven t he opportunity t o ent er an  Agreement w ith the C ity o f 
Stuart anticipating c onnection t o t he s ystem on ce completed. The Agreement would provide a  
$2,000.00 discount of the c ost as sociated w ith t he ( grinder s ystem i nstallation) i f t he po tential 
customer connects to the C ity’s sewer system within twelve (12) months o f receipt o f “Notice o f 
Availability” from the City. This notice would be mailed shortly after completion of the construction 
project. T he fees may be pai d i n f ull pr ior t o c onnection t o t he City’s s ystem and s hould t he 
property owner pay in full, an additional $1,000.00 Sign and Save Discount would apply, or may be 
paid in one-hundred and twenty (120) monthly installments, with no interest, to be included in 
regular monthly billings for utility services.   
 
If connection to the City’s system is not made within twelve (12) months after notice is first given to 
property ow ners t hat the s ystem i s av ailable f or us e, the $2,000.00 discount (grinder s ystem 
installation) would not be available. Regardless of when you connect after the initial twelve months, 
the fees must be paid in full prior to connection to the City’s system, or may be paid in one-
hundred and twenty (120) monthly installments, with no interest, to be included in regular monthly 
billings for utility services.  
 
 
Why should I connect to the City’s sewer system?  
 
Septic t anks and dr ainfields have been  successfully em ployed f or many years f or the t reatment 
and disposal of domestic wastewater. They have proven to be a reliable and effective alternative to 
central sewer collection s ystems when properly designed, installed and maintained. T heir 
effectiveness, however, is often limited by the physical environment in which they are installed.  



 
The most s ignificant factors l imiting septic t ank /  drainfield ef fectiveness are “heavy” soils which 
limit t he rate o f wastewater i nfiltration i nto t he soil and hi gh water t ables which cause m ixing o f 
wastewater with groundwater before proper treatment can occur. Septic tanks constructed in soils 
with a high infiltration rate, although functioning well from a disposal standpoint, do not have the 
capacity to absorb contaminates. The result can be serious groundwater pollution with the potential 
for contamination of nearby water wells or surface water bodies.  
 
If y our nei ghborhood has “ heavy” s oils, hi gh water t able, or  i s near  a s urface w ater body , 
elimination of septic tanks in your area will significantly improved the public health and 
environmental quality of your community. It is likely that your neighbors, or perhaps even you, have 
recognized the problem through poor function or excessive maintenance of your septic tank and 
drainfield systems.  
 
 
If the project is deemed feasible and approved by the City Commission, when would 
construction start?  

 
Following approval of the project by the City Commission, surveying and engineering must be 
completed as  nec essary f or dev elopment o f t he pr oject des ign. Once the des ign and c ontract 
documents are completed, the project will be competitively bid to allow selection of the contractor. 
Depending upon the complexity of the project, several months may pass from the time the project 
is approved until construction is begun.  
 
 
What happens if I sell my property?  
 
If you ar e a pa rticipant i n t he N eighborhood I nitiated P roject and hav e s igned t he as sociated 
Agreement, that a greement i s aut omatically a ssigned to t he new  ow ner. If y ou w ere not  a  
participant, the new owner may still choose to connect.  
 
 
How will my sewer bills be computed?  
 
City of  S tuart c ustomers ar e bi lled f or s ewer s ervice bas ed upon their water c onsumption. T he 
current monthly sewer charge is computed as follows:  
 
Up to 12,000 gallons …..……………………..…$ 6.14 per thousand gallons (effective Oct. 1, 2015)  
Sewer billings are capped at 12,000 gallons 


